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Clause 4 refers to Class “A” Reserve
18325 at Mt. Lawley. This is set aside for
recreation and is vested in the Cify of
Stirling. By agreement with the city a
water board’s compensating drainage basin
impinges on the reserve and it is proposed
that the piece of land affected bz excised
in favour of the water board.

Clause 5 seeks the cancellation of Re-
serve 13845 at Moora—race course and
recreation purposes—which is held in trust
by Herbert John Lee-Stesre, Joshua
Arthur Waldeck and James Samuel Den-
ton for the Moora Race Club. All the
trustees are deceased and to enable a
transfer to be registered a request was
made for control to be passed to the Shire
of Mcora. Subsequently, as agreement
could not be reached between the club
and the shire in respect of the control of
the buildings erected by the race club, the
vesting of the reserve in the club was
requested. Parliamentary approval is
accordingly sought for the cancellation of
the reserve, with the land being revested
in Her Majesty and removed from the
operation of the Transfer of Land Act,
1893. The purpose here is to set the land
apart as a new reserve for the purpose of
vace course and recreation—to be vested
in the Race Club.

Clause 6 deals with the execision from
Class “A” Reserve 26838 at Esperance—
Parklands. A site has been selected on this
reserve, jointly by the Shire of Esperance
and the Esperance Bay Historical Society,
for the establishment of a museum. Plans
include the placing of the old courthouse
on the site for a museum; parklands with
old vehicles and farm equipment similar
to the Old Mill treatment at South Perth,
and a patrons' parking area. The part to
be excised would be vested with parlia-
mentary approval in the Shire of Esper-
ance with the balance being dedicated as
a public road to provide access,

Clause 7 seeks an exXcision from Class
“A’ Reserve 20838 at Nedlands—Recreation
—and the land vested in the City of Ned-
lands. The city desires to build a kinder-
garten and child health centire on part of
the reserve. The site is acceptable to the
Kindergarien Association and also to the
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority.
A committee has been formed to adminis-
ter the proposed centre and the city ac-
cordingly desires the vesting order to con-
tain power to lease,

Clause 8 Involves canecellation of Class
“A"” Reserve 29714 near Jerdacuttup—set
apart for purposes of “Stopping Place"
The reserve is not vested and is surrounded
by freehold land held by a single owner
who seeks its acquisition. An exchange of
so much of portion of location 995 as is
considered by the Land Purchase Board to
be of equal value has been offered. Land
on the northern alignment of location 985
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comprises two “A”-class reserves set apart
for “Stopping Place” and “Park Land”.
'The proposed exchange would enable the
two reserves to be linked together and
parliamentary approval is sought for this
highly desirable proposal. Parliamentary
approval is accordingly sought for the can-
cellation of Reserve 29714 to enable the
praposal to proceed. I now table the plans
relating to the reserves dealt with in the
Bill so that they are available for perusal
by members if they so desire.

The plans were tabled.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. G. W. Berry.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON, W. F. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan—Leader of the House)
[9.03 pm.}: I move-—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11 a.m. tomorrow (Thursday).

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.0¢ p.m.

Hpgislative Assembly

Wednesday, the lst December. 1971

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (13): ASSENT
Message from the Governor receiyed
and read notifying assent to the following
Bills:—

1. Administration Act Amendment Bill.
3. Property Law Act Amendment Bill.
3. Wills Act Amendment Bill.
4

. Government Railways Act Amend-
ment Bill.

5, Parliamentary Superannuation Act
Amendment Bill.

6. CenSﬁ!‘ShiD of Films Act Amendment
Bill.

7. Adoption of Children Act Amendment
Bill.

8. Property Law Act Amendment Bill
{No. 2)

9. Natives {(Citizenship Rights}
Repesl Bill.

10. Fire Brigades Act Amendment Bill.
11, Abattoirs Act Amendment Bill.
12. Stamp Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).

13, Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insurance
Surcharge) Act Amendment Bill.

Act
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Kwinana-Balge Power Line: Petition

MR, THOMPSON (Darling Range) [4.44
p.m.]. 1 present to the House a petition
addressed as follows:—

To the Honourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled:

We, the undersighed residents, in
the State of Western Australia do
herewith pray that Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment of Western Australia will
intervene and not proceed with the
proposed plan to carry the SEC.
polwer lines through this area of foot-
hills.

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your honourable heuse will
give this matter earnest consideration
and your petitioner as in duty bound
will ever pray.

The petition coniains 528 signatures and
I certify that it conforms to the rules of
the House,

The SPEAKER: I direct that the peti-
tion be brought to the Table of the House.

QUESTIONS (29): OGN NOTICE
1. MINING
District Inspectors of Mines

Mr. HARTREY, to the Minister for
Mines:

(1) Tg¢ how many districts in this
State is a district inspector of
mines assigned under the Mines
Regulation Act, 1946-1969?

(2) What are—

(a) the names and approximate
localities of each such distriet,
and

(b) the name of the district in-
spector appointed to each
such district?

Mr. MAY replied:

(1) A district inspector of mines is
assigned to cover all the mining
districts within the inspectorate to
which he iz attached.

(2) (a) Mining districts under the
Mines Regulation Aect cover
the whole of Western Aus-
tralia and are grouped into
three inspectorates—viz:

Perth inspectorate-—includ-
es the Murchison and Yal-
goo goldfields, and that
portion of the Peak Hill
goldfield south of Ilatitude
24°S; Northampton and
Greenbushes mineral fields;
south-west and Collie min-
ing districts.

Kalgoorlie inspectorate—in-
cludes East Murchison,
Mount Margaret, North
Coolgardie, Broad Arrow,
‘¥Yilgarn, Dundas and Phil-
lips River goldfields and the
Nabberu, Warburton and
Bucla mining districts.

Port Hedland inspectorate—
includes Kimberley, West
Kimberley, Pilbara, Waest
Pilbara, Ashburton, Gas-
coyne Goldfields and that
portion of the Peak Hill
goldfield situated north of
latitude 24°S.

(b)Y The distriet inspectors cur-
rently attached to the respec-
tive inspectorates are—

Perth inspectorate:
J. M. PFaichney.
J. F. Haddow.
G. ¥, Dodge.
Kalgoorlie inspectorate:
I. W. Loxton ({(senior in-
spectar).
H. L. Burrows.
J. J. Zuvich.
R. A. C. Williams (cur-
rently a special inspec-
tor with the powers of a
district inspector).
Pert Hedland inspectorate:
P. Swainston {(senior in-
spector).
‘The whole of the State:
J. Boyland (principal sen-
ior inspector).

This question was posiponed wuntil
Tuesday, the 7th December.

This question was postponed.

MINING
Kaolin Deposits at Greenbushes
Mr. REID, to the Minister for Mines:

(1) What are the present prospects
of estaklishing a mining under-
taking on the kaolin deposits in
the Greenbushes distriet?

(2) What is the estimated tonnage of
these deposiis?

Mr. MAY replied:

(1) The Mines Department has not

examined the Greenbushes district
for kaolin. It is known that the
area is being investigated to pro-
duce kaolin as a by-product {from
the tin operations.
The prospects depend on whether
or not it is possible to recover
kaolin free from impurities during
the treatment process of the tin.

(2) Unknown.
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MINING

Greenbushes-Bridgelown Area:

Mr.

(1)

(2)

)

(1}

2>

3

Sir
(1}

2)
3)

)

Reafforestation
REID, to the Minister for Mines:

Follywing my question of 17th
August, 1971, on the Greenbushes
mining area, would he report on
the Mines Department inspector’'s
visit to the area during October?

What recommendations were
made particularly with regard to
the mining area adjacent to the
South Western Highway between
Greenbushes and Bridgetown?

(a) Have the initial reafforestation
plans been successful in the
areas once worked by the
dredge;

() will these plantings continue?

', MAY replied:

When the inspector visited the
Greenbushes mining area in Oct-
ober he found that progressive
restoration of the mined areas had
been commenced by one company
and was proceeding satisfactorily.
Apart from some filling in and
levelling of ruggzed edges along the
South Western Highway, the other
company had not implemented a
progressive restoration programme
and has been again requested to
submit its preoposzals for restoring
the areas to a satisfactory stand-
ard. Regular inspections will be
made to check progress.
No particular recommendations
were made in regaréd to the mining
area adjacent to the South West-
ern Highway between Greenbushes
and Bridgetown but a feasibility
study of this area is in progress in
regard to the kaolin deposits and
restoration methods will be part
of this study.
(a} and (b) This matter is being
currently investizated by the
Minister for Forests.

ORD RIVER SCHEME
Exparnsion

DAVID BRAND, to the Premier:
Has a decision been taken by the
State Government on further ex-
pansion of the Ord River project?

If so, what are the plans?

Is work continuing on the sofl
erosion problems on the upper
reaches of the Ord River?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

I{ has been decided to carry on
with committed development of
the Packsaddle plain area as it is
an area known to be suitable for
furrow Irrigation of wet season

planted crops. Expansion of de-
velopment in other directions is
dependent upon further investi-
gations currently in progress.
These investigations are aimed at
determining viable crops. The
ultimate desirable area for cotton
is about the capacity of the two
gins. The direction of further
development is therefore depend-
ent upon the characteristics of the
soil, such as slope and sub soil
salinity suited to other crops
which can be proven as viable. In
the intensified investigations sor-
ghum breeding is important be-
cause it would appear that this
crop is unlikely to prove viable for
grain export with the use of the
current temperate varieties. The
breeding of suitable sub tropical
varieties appears promising. The
Government is also currently
undertaking a semi-commercial
planting of peanuts on both heavy
soil and river levee soils and is
intensifying investigations into
other zrops. PBecause of the vary-
ing scil requirements for these
crops the direction in which
further development takes place is
gl_ependent upon these investiga-
ions.

_ (2) Answered by (1).

(3) Yes,

EDUCATION

High Schools: New Accommodation

Sir

DAVID BRAND, to the Minister

for Education:
(1) Is it a fact that no new high school

2)

Mr.

(1)

2

will be ready for opening in the
new school year?

Does this mean that the accom-
modation will not be required?

T. D. EVANS replied:

No. Rockingham high school will
be occupied for the first time from
the beginning of 1972, Further-
more, additional accommodation is
being provided at schools which
are in the normal process of staged
development. These include:—
Morley high school—stages 2
and 3.
Thornlie high school—stage 2.
Balga high school—stage 3.
Rossmoyne senior high school—
stage 4
During 1972, stage 2 of Rocking-
ham should be completed and new
high schools at Port Hedland and
Karratha will be built.
The works in progress will pro-
vide considerable necessary accom-
modation.
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RAILWAYS AND HOSPITALS
SINKING FUND

Appropriation to Consolidated Revenue

10.

11.

Mr. COURT, to the Treasurer:

Why was the 19690 and 1970 prac-
tice of crediting Government rail-
ways and hospital fund sinking
fund contributions to General
Loan Pund reversed to the pre-
1969 practice of appropriating the
amounts to Consolidated Revenue
Pund (see Auditor-General's Re-
port, page 14)?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

To limit the deficit on the Con-

solidated Revenue Fund in 1970-
71.

WOOL

Processing and Manufaciuring in
Western Australia

Mr. COURT, to the Minister
Development and Decentralisation:
With reference to my 15th Sep-
tember, 1971 question 16 about
wool scouring, topmaking and
yarnmaking, and the answers then
given—
(a) has progress been made in
negotiations;
th) when is finality likely?
. GRAHAM replied:
(a) Discussions with the inter-
ested parties are continuing.
(hb) It is nct possible, at the pres-
ent, to forecast when finality
will be reached.

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S
REPORT

Consolidated Revenue: Overdrawn
Mr. COURT, to the Treasurer:
(1> At what date and by what detailed
accounting procedure has the
Treasury dealt with the item
“Consolidated Revenue Fund aver-
drawn” and shown by the Auditor-
General’s report to be $4,489,974
at 30th June, 1971?
If the procedures are not com-
plete, what is proposed and when?

. J. T, TONKIN replied:
and (2) A decision has yet to
he made on the method of clear-
ing the accumulated deficit of
$4,489,974 at 30th June, 1971.

HOUSING

Armadale- Kelmscott Shire District

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Housing:

(1) How many building blocks have
been purchased by the State
Housing Commission in the Shire
of Armadale-Kelmscott in the past
nine months ?

for

2)

)

12,

645

(2) In which areas have significant
numbers of these blocks been
acquired?

What is the average price per
block purchased in—
{a) Tijuana Park;
(b) MR.PA, Kelmscott
Settlement No. 4 area?

How many units of housing does
the Commission intend to build in
each of these areas this year?

Will he advise the numbers of the
various types of Commission
accomniodation to be built in the
Shire of Armadale-Kelmscott this
year?

. BICKERTON replied:

The commission has purchased 175
fully serviced residential lots, and.
successfuily concluded negotiations
during the nominated period for
purchase of an additional 156 fully
serviced residential lots within
the Shire of Armadale-Kelmscott
houndary.

145 of these lots are located in the
M.R.P.A. Kelmscott settlement No.
4 area. 57T lots are at Armadale
(Tijuana Park) and the remain-
ing 129 lots are at Armadale (near
Nerrigin Brook primary schogl),

(a) Tijuana Park: 57 lots pur-
chased at a price of $2,950
each.

Of the 145 lots Iocated in the
M.R.P.A. No. 4 area, 118 were
purchased at an average price
of $3,000 each. The remsin-
ing 27 lots will be purchased
at a price of $3.250 each.
1971-72 financial year—

(a) Tijuana Park—57.

(b) 143.

1971-72 finaneial year—

110 cottages to be completed.
Approximately 200 to be under
construction as at 30th June, 1972.

3

(€ ))]

(5)

1)

(2)

&)

h)

(4)

(5)

HOUSING
Programme and Completions

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Housing:

(1) In this finanecial year, how many
units of housing does the State
Housing Comission plan to build
in metropolitan and country
areas—

(a) separate units;

(h) flats?
How many units of housing has

the State Housing Commission
completed this financial year—

(a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) in the country?

(2)
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Mr. BICKERTON replled:
(13 (a) Separate Units;
Domestic Qther
Activity Covernment G.EH.A. Total
Departmenta
Anticipated completions 1971-72 2,224 148 93 2,470
Anticipated under construction as at 30th
June, 1972 . 1,231 *unknown *unknown 1,231 + other
departments
+ G.E.H.A.

* As the programue for other departments and Government Employees’ Housing Authority for
January-June, 1972 is unknown anticipated carryover is impossible to estimate.

(b} Flats:
Anticipated completions 1971-72 Go? Nil Nil 607
Anticipated under construction as at 30th
June, 1972 *20 Nit Nil 20
* Pensioner flats.
(2)
(a) Metropolitan aren 1,083 10 1,093
(b} Country ..., 185 38 39 262
1,268 48 39 1,355
13, SCHOOLS

Categories and Class Sizes
Mr. R, L. YOUNG, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) How many scheols are there in
the following categories—

(2) class IA;

(b) class I1;

(¢) class II;

(d) elass III;

(e) class IV?

What are the estimated numbers
of such schools in—

(a) 1975;

(h) 19807

(3) What is the average class size for

each grade in the schools (&) to
(e above?

(4) What are the estimated average
class sizes in those schools for—
(a)y 1975;

(b) 19807

{2

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

(1) As at 1st August, 1971,
class TA--41.
© class I-—129.
class II—85.
class I11—132.
class IV—66.

(2) It is not possibie to estimate the
number of schools in each category
for future years as schools are
classified according to numbers in
attendance from year to year and
this is dependent upon future
population distributions.

14.

r

(3) Statistics are hot maintained on
a grade hasls for each class of
school.

(4) It is not possible to estimate class
sizes in each class of school when
the numbers of schools in each
category cannot be predicted as
explained in (2) above.

TEACHERS
graduates and Resignations

Mr. R. L. YOUNG, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) What were the number of teach-
ers college graduates in the
Vears—

(a) 1971—
(i) males;
(ii} females;
(b} 1965—
(1) males;
(iiy females;
(c) 1960—
(i) males;
{ii) females?

(2) What were the numbers of teacher
resignations over the last—
{a) one year;
(h) four years,
(¢) eight years;
(d) ten years?

(3) What was the re-employment rate
over the periods ¢a) to (d) above?
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Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

(1
Male Female Tota

1071 (estimated}—

LDe¢parimental ... 224 528 it

Private ... H 19 24
1965—

Departmental ... 165 296 461

Private ... .. 6 10 16
1960—

Deportmental .. 222 318 535

Private ... 9 L]

(2) Resignations and retirements from

the permanent staff have been:—
1970—473.
1869—532.
1968—491.
1967-=590.
1966—518.
1965—536.
1964—466.
1963—364.
1962—293.
1961—294.

(3) Statisties relating to re-entry into
the service were not maintained
prior to the introduction of auto-
mati¢c data processing earlier this
year. Information as requested is
thus not avaiiable.

15. TEACHERS

Recruitment: Inilerstale and Overseas
Mr. R. L. YOUNG, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) What was the rate of teacher
recruitment from—

(a) other Australian states—

(i) 1966 to 1971;
(i) 1961 to 1965;

(h) overseas—

(i) 1866 to 1971;
(il 1961 to 1965°?

What are the departmental esti-

mates of recruitment from—

(a) other Australian states—

(i) 1971 to 1975;
(ii) 1976 to 1580;

(b) overseas—

(i) 1971 to 1975;
tii) 1976 to 19307

Mr, T. D. EVANS replied:

(1) (a) and (b} Recruitment is not
actively pursued in other Aus-
tralian states or overseas’
countries with the exception
of the United Kingdom.

Qualified teachers from sour-
ces other than the United
Kingdom may apply in person
to the department for appoint-
ment on the same basis as
Waestern Australian applicants.
Separate statistics relating to
such entry were not main-
tained prior to the introduc-
tion of automatic data pro-
cessing earlier this year.

\

(2)

16.

17.

8.
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However, the number of
teachers arriving in Wesiern
Australia from the TUnited
Kingdom in the last three
years has been:i—
1969—21 (from 1st July).
1970—179.
1971—46 (to 31si October).
(2) Predictions indicate that a num-
ber of teachers above the normal
output from teachers’ colleges will
be required. This difference will
be met by re-entry of loeal teach-
ers and recruitment from other
sources. The degree to which
active overseas' recruitment will
need to he pursued will be deter-
mined progressively.

IRRIGATION
Waroona Disirici; Extensions

Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1} Can he give details of the proposed
extensions to the Waroona Irri-
gation District for 1971-72?

(2) When will the work be com-
menced?

(3) What amount of finance will be
made available for the extensions?

Mr. T. D. EVANS (for Mr. Jamieson)

replied:

(1) There are no extensions to the

Waroona Irrigation District pro-

posed for 1971-72.

and (3 Answered by (1).

The Irrigation Commission is still

considering a proposal to extend

trrigation by pumping to an area
north of Waroona.

COURTHOUSE

Mandurah
Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Aftormey-
General:
(1} What is the nature of extensions
to the Mandurah courthouse?
When is it expected that the work
will be commenced?
What is the estimated cost?

T. D. EVANS replied:

Some additional accommodation is
required but plans have not been
prepared to show the proposed
extensions.

When funds are availahble.

Not available,

NOISE

Claremont Speedway

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Health:

(1) Is he aware of any power by virtue
of which organisers of the Clare-
mont speedway races can be com-
pelled to investigate the excessive

(2}

(2}

3
Mr.
(1)

(2
(3)
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20.

(2)

3
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noise to which local residents are
subjected when speedway meet-
ings and/or training are conducted
at the showgrounds?

If so, is he willing to use such
powers to lessen the inconvenience
{0 residents?

If (1) is “No” is the Government
prepared to do something ahout
the complaints re excessive noise?

. DAVIES replied:

to (3) I have no knowledge of
any such powers to control exces-
sive noise. When the Noise Abate-
ment Act hecomes law there will
be powers to investigate and con-
trol excessive noise.

The Bill will be introduced In the
sutumn session,

BUNBURY REGIONAL
HOSPITAL

Permanent Care Unit and Staff

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Health:

1)

2)

3)

(43

(1)
2)

&)

Mr.

How many patients are at present
in the permanent care unit at
Bunbury Regional Hospital?

If there are vacancies, what is the
reason?

Should vacancies be because of a
shortage of staff is the depart-
ment prepared to employ part-
time—

(a) qualified;

(b) unqualified,

single and/or married women?

What number of staff are required
and in what gqualifications, male
and female?

. DAVIES replied:

13,

It was deelded by the hospital that
the permanent care unit should
ke opened in stages so that any
problems encountered in the first
stage could be overcome prior to
the opening of the second stage.
So far, only the first wing has been
opened and occupied. It is expect-
ed that the second wing will be
opened and occupied very shortly,
Staff will be adequate for this
wing.

and (4) A shortage of staff has
not been the reason for vacancies.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Septic Tank Efluent
THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Health:

(1

Is he aware that many local auth-
orities have trouble with the un-
authorised dumping of septic
tank effluent by some liquid dis-
posal contracfors, and others?

21,

22.

(2)

3

1)

(2)

Dr.

Does he agree that the present
penalties are not adequate to deter
such people, bearing in mind the
difficult task local authorities have
in sustaining suvccessful court
actions?

If he considers the present penalty
inadequate will he amend the
law so as o provide a more realis-
tic fine?

. DAVIES replied:

Although there have been com-
plaints in the past no recent
instances have been reported to
the Health Department.

and (3) The maximum penalty of
six months imprisonment with
hard labour appears adequate.

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL
Staff: Numbers
DADOUR, to the Minister for

Health:

What are the numbers of—

(a) all employees;

{b) registrars;

(c) permanent medical staff;

(d) residents;

(e) nursing staff; and

(f) administration staff,

at the Royal Perth Hospital (and
annexes) at 31st October, 1971?

. DAVIES replied:

As at
30-6-71
(3215)
(93)
12)
(60)

(a) 3274
(hy 86
¢y 16
d> 60
(e) 1296 (1244)

) 4 4)

Included in the answer are sim-
ilar figures as at the 30th June,
1971. The Member had asked a
guestion at that time regarding
those figures and others, but they
had never been published; and so
I am taking the opportunity to
publish them now.

Also I would point out to him that
there is a total increase of about
50 staff and this is related to
additional part-time  nursing
staff. When the actual hours of
part-time work as related to fuli-
time work is equated, the total
time remains about the same.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Spilt Concrete on Road Verges

Mr.

THOMPSON, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Local
Government:
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3)

)

1)

23.

Mr.
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Has he considered a request I
made to him in a letter forwarded
on 18th October, 1971, acknow-
ledgment of which is dated 19th
October, 1971, to ensure that all
local authorities accept their re-
sponsibility in removing concrete
dumped on road verges?

If so, will he say what action has
he taken?

If no action has yet been taken,
will he say why not?

When can I expect some action in
this regard?

. TAYLOR replied:

to (4) The letter of 18th October
@did not refer to ail municipal
councils, but to one specific in-
stance in one municipal district.
The inquiry has been referred to
the council concerned and upon
receipt of a reply the Member will
be informed of the outcome.

HOUSING
Pensioners: Busselton
BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Housing:

1)

(2)

3)

How many single and double unit
pensioner State Housing Commis-
sion flats are in the Busselton
area?

When were these flats constructed,
and has the rate of occupancy
been satisfactory?

When is it anticipated that
further flats will be constructed by
the Commission in this area?

Anticipated Completions 1971-72 ...

Antlmpa.ted units under construction aa at 30th June,

1972 .

Mr,

(oY

@

(3)
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BICKERTON replied:

Fourteen units for
couples.

1958-59—8.

1966-67—2.

1968-69—2.

1969-70—2.

The rate of occupancy has been
satisfactory with no difficulties in
filling ali vacancies. However, at
present there is one unit vacant
{vacated 15-11-71} and only two
eligible applicants available who
require assistance.

Tenders to be called for two single
unit and two couple (quadraplex)
before Christmas.

pensioner

HOUSING

Number, and Types of Construction

Mr.

BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Housing:
(1) How many homes, other than flats,

will be constructed by the State
Housing Commission and other
State Government Departments in
the year ending 30th June, 19727

{2) How many homes will be of—
(a) brick veneer, timber frame;
(b} brick;
(¢) timber frame;
(d) any other type of construc-
tion?
(3) How many of the homes to be
constructed will have—
(a)} concrete flooring;
(h) timber flooring?
Mr. BICKERTON replied:
¥y
Ctbher
Domestic Government Total
Activity Departments
2,224 246 2,470
1,231 *unknovwn *}1.231 +
other
departments

* As the programme for other departments for January-June, 1972 is unknown to the commission
it is impossible to estimate the carryover at 30th June, 1971,

(2) Of the coniracts presently in hand

{a) Brick
(b} Brick

the construction is as follows:—

veneer

(c) Timber frame

{d) Other

23y

Other
Domestic Government Total
Activity departments
1,547 35 1,682
188 4 192
191 207 398
1,926 246 2,172
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For the balance of the programme
the commission will follow its
normal policy which is for the
metropolitan area brick veneer
uniess a competitive tender Is
lodged in full brick and in coun-
try areas timber frame unless
competitive brick veneer tenders
are lodged.

(3) Of the contracts presently in hand
the construction is as follows:—

Using the total derived from ques-

tion (2)—
{a) Concrete flooring ... 178
(b) Timber flooring ... 1,994
Total .. 2,172

25,

For the balance of the programme
a broadly similar distribution wili
be followed but the exaect number
of each type will depend on spec-
ific site conditions which at this
stage cannot be determined.

SEWERAGE
Kellerberrin

Mr, McPHARLIN, to the Minister for

Water Supplics:

{1} When was a survey carried cut in
the Kellerberrin townsite for the
proposed extensions o the deep
sewerage?

(2) Were residents living in the area
concerned given an opportunity to
express their views on the pro-
nosals?

{3) What will it cost the residents of
the area to connect to the scheme?

{4) What is the estimated cost of the
proposed extensions?

Mr. T. D. EVANS {(for Mr. Jamieson)
replied:

(1) April, 1971. °
(2) Yes.

(3) Depends on individual circum-
stances and will vary with length
of drain required, depth of ex-
cavation, type of dwelling, num-
ber of fixtures, and standard of
existing plumbing.

(4) $30,000.

26. YUNDURUP CANALS DEVELOPMENT

Private Finance, and Government
Guarantee

Mr., MENSAROS, to the Premier:

{1) As the Government has announced
that it will guarantee a loan to
finanece the Yundurup canals pro-
ject, is he in a position fo supply
the following information—

{(a) what was the name of the
institution or bank which
financed Miss Watters;

2
(3
(4>
5
(6
D
(3

(9)
am

(11)

az

(1}
2)

(4)
1t}
(6)

(8}

(10)
an
(12)

{by what was the extent of her
indebtedness to this institu-
tion;

(¢) how long had the money been
owing;

(d) hed the institution pressed for
repayment of the debt;

(e} had any approaches been
made to other financiers to
either take over the debt or
guarantee same;

(f) had any of these institutions
declined to do so;

{g) if so, who declined?

What reports did the Government

obtain as to the financial stability

of the project?

Who gave such reports?

Did such reports indicate any

weaknesses in the project?

Were any such reports unfavour-

able?

Did any such reports recommend

thai the Government should give

a guarantee?

If so, which?

Did any such reports indicate the

possibility of losses?

If so, which and how much?

Was the Rural and Industries

Baqk in any way concerned in the

project as a financier or as a

sharesholder in any finanecier of the

project?

Was the Government motivated in

giving its guarantee by reason of

the interest of the Rural and

Industries Bank in the project?

If not, why did the Government

give the guarantee?

', J. T. TONKIN replied:

No.

and (3) Reports were received
from the Department of Industrial
Development and Decentralis-
ation, the Rural and Industries
Bank and the Treasury.

Yes.

Yes in some respects.

and (7) The issue of a guaran-
tee was recommended by the De-
partment of Industrial Develop-
ment and Decentrallsation.

and (9) Yes, but it was also in-
dicated that there should be ade-
quate security for a guarantee If
the project were completed,

Yes.
No.

Because it was satisfied after
examining all aspects that the pro-
ject has been jeopardised by the
imposition of restrictions which
were not specified in the original
advice to Miss Watters of the
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terms and conditions of the chan-
nel lease and dredging licence. In
these circumstances the Govern-
ment considered that it had a
moral obligation to assist in fin-
ancing the project by way of
guarantee.

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL

Casualty and Out-patient Sections:

Dr.

Survey
DADOUR, to the Minister for

" . Health:

28.

On 16th August, 1971, a memor-
andurn at Royal Perih Hospital,
re a survey cf casualty depart-
ment and outpatient clinics stated
“The Board of Management de-
cided to initiate a survey embrac-
ing the workload, facilities and
organisation of casualty depart-
ment ahd outpatient clinics, and
their involvement with diagnostic
and treatment departments”—

(1} What were the results of the

survey?

(2) What improvements
implemented?

were

. DAVIES replied:

(1} and (2} The survey is a
long-term project which is
still continuing.

ABATTOIRS
South of Geraldion: Capdcity

Mr. MOILER, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) Would he provide the lacations of

abattoirs, established south of
Geraldton, which are capable of
slaughtering a total of—
(a} 500 sheep and lambs daily;
(b 1,000 sheep and lambs daily;
(¢} more than 1,000 sheep and
- lambs daily?

{2) With reference to (¢) above, what
is the estimated daily capacity of
sheep and lambs slaughtered?

Mr. H. DD. EVANS replied:

(1) (a) Dardanup

Boyanup
Waroona.

(b) Nil. ‘

(c» Midland.
Robb Jetty. -
Coongee.
Woorplgo.
Albany.

{2) Midland 12,000
Robh Jetty 6,000
Coogee 2,000
Wooroloo 2,000
Albany 2,000
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Actual slanghterings for export
works during October, 1871, were:

Midland 212,460 sheep and lambs.
Robb Jetty 126,615.

Coogee 37.907.

Albany 39,410.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Financial Aid Scheme

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Local Govern-
ment:

(1) Relating to his answer to question

27 on 19th November and in view

of the fact that a report in the

News of the North on 6th Oct-

ober, credits a Labor Party mem-

ber of Parliament as having
announced details of a grant from
the “Local Authority Assistance

Fund”, will he advise if—

(a) the report was correct;

(b} the announcement was made
with the Minister’s concur-
rence?

As the member concerned was
able to secure the information
more than seven weeks ago, will
he now answer the series of ques-
tions I asked relating to the same
matter?

. TAYLOR replied:

{a) The Shire of Meekatharra
was granted a free of interest
advance of $35000 but this
was not from the local gov-
ernment assistance fund but
from the Treasurer’s advance
account.

The Minister was aware that
an announcement was t{o be
made. .

No. The method of distribution
has not yet been finalised and
councils have not been requested
o make application.

29.

(2)

(1)

(b}

(2)

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Mr. Harman. leave of
absence for three weeks granted to Mr.
Burke (Perth) on the ground of public
business. .

TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 30th Novem-
ber.

MR. NALDER {(Katanning) [4.55 p.m.]:
I wish to make some contribution to the
debate on this legislation. Last night
speakers covered the ground reasonably
well, but I want to indicate that I regret
the necessity for compulsory legislation.
However, I would be the last one to sug-
gest we should not introduce this legisla-
tion if it will save Uwves. This is the
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opinion that has been expressed by many
people and sufficient evidence has been
presented to indicate that the action will,
in fact, save lives.

Perhaps a great deal more should be
done to police existing laws. Many people
have been quoting statistics which I shall
not do, but I would hazard a guess that a
large percentage of the general public are
not happy at all with this proposal. Prob-
ably they are quite right in taking this
attitude because they do not contribute
one ilota to the situation on the roads.
They are good drivers and carry out the
rules of the road. In all probability they
will not be involved in accidents because
of their own actions—

Mr. Bertram: They will be involved be-
cause of the actions of other people,

Mr. NALDER: The member for Mr.
Hawthorn is making the peint I am trying
to underline,

Mr. O'Connor: He is helping you.

Mr. NALDER: Many bpeople are not
themselves responsible for road accidents
but are the victims of somebody who is not
properly qualified to drive a motorcar. A
small percentage of the general public
would be guilty of driving incorrectly, but
inconvenience will be caused to a large
percentage—-in fact, the majority—of
people in this country.

I was very surprised at the number of
people who came to me fto tell me that
they are opposed to the legislation. The
genera! public are most unhappy over the
measure. Why s this? I wonder whether
we are getting at the root cause of the
trouble. Last night other speakers gave
some indication of some of the reasons.
I hope the Minister who is handling the
legislation in this Chamber will inform the
Minister for Police that, so far as I am
concerned, I am 100 per cent. behind what-
ever action the police take to try to mini-
mise the problem which exists in our State.

I understand other legislation will be
introduced next year and, when it is, I
shall produce some facts which I believe
will be quite illuminating. I do not intend
to present them today. Irrespective of
what section of the community is involved,
so far as the driving of motor vehicles is
concerned I believe the police should be
given authority to take the action deemed
necessary. There should be no pussy-
footing about In this situation. Respon-
sible people in the Police Department have
ghéen various reasons for the need to take
action,

I travel backward and forward along one
of the highwsys to Parllament House. I
am always amazed at the number of
people who do not face up to thelr respon-
sibilities on the road. I have seen people
driving high-powered cars; one is left for
degd when driving at 50 miles an hour,
Some drivers travel at 70 or 80 miles an
hour in broad daylight.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Bertram: What is the remedy for
that?

Mr, NALDER: I am hoping the Minister
will pass these comments on to the Minis-
ter for Police.

Mr. O'Connor: Put a governcr on their
Cars.

Mr. NALDER: Action should be taken
to make all drivers aware of their respon-
sibiiity to themselves and to others.

Mr. Bickerton: I am not able to reply
to that point because it would be out of
order; it is not in the Bill.

Mr. NALDER: This has a lot to do with
the wearing of equipment or the applica-
tion of equipment prescribed in this legis-
lation. Speed is one of the problems which
makes the inftroduction of this legislation
necessary. Many people do not respect the
law or have due regard for the safety of
other people, These people will weave
through the ftraffic, completely ignoring
the rights of the law-abiding public.

I agree that we should take any action
designed to save people from belng
slaughtered on our roads. However, at
the same time, it is unfortunate we are
being asked to pass this legislation because
of a small minority of reckless drivers.

Another aspect which has been referred
to but which has been somewhat over-
looked, is that we have been wamed by
the officers of the Police Department of
the problem of drunken driving. Over and
over again we are told that alcohol is a
cause in over 5 per cent. of the fatal
accidents which occur on our roads. We
must look for a solution to the problem
of fatal accidents.

I would like just to mention the fact
that a great hue and cry has been raised
over child drownings in private swimming
pools. Of course, this is a legitimate cause
for complaint, and consideration is being
given to legislation to make swimming
pools safer. Yet here we have the head of
the Police Traffic Department telling us
that 50 per cent. of our road fatalities are
caused by the consumption of alcohol, and
we are trying to find all sorts of excuses to
avoid facing up to the problem. My own
personal opinion is that the Police Depart-
ment should be allowed to take whatever
action it thinks desirable to overcome the
problem. If the department believes cer-
tain action will reduce the slaughter on
the roads, that actlon should be taken.

Mr. May: Do you agree with spot checks?

The SPEAKER: There is too much
audible conversation in the Chamber.

Mr. NALDER: If spot checks will reduce
the road toll, I believe they are warranted.
I would not mind being stopped by a
policeman to check whether he thought I
was under the influence of aleohol. I
believe this 1s his responsibility.
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Mr. T. D. Evans: You would he pretty
safe.

Mr. Bertram:
for this?

Mr. NALDER: Yes, there is public sup-
port for it,

Mr. Bertram; The public are opposing
the compulsory wearing of seat belts.

Mr, NALDER: I appreciate you have
allowed me some leniency, Mr. Speaker.
Should we look at the aciion taken by the
magistrates to deal with people brought
before them for drunken driving? From
time to time it has been stated in this
House that fines are desighed to reduce
the incidence of accidents. Have the fines
imposed for drunken driving had any
effect? They have not had the slightest
effect. Every day in the Press we read that
seven, eight, or 10 people have heen
brought before the court for drunken driv-
ing.

Mr. Bickerton: When the legislation was
going through the Chamber, your Gov-
ernment told us it would stop drunken
driving.

Mr. NALDER: That is right, it was an-
ticipated it would.

Mr. Bickerton: You say now it has had
no effect?

Mr., NALDER: It was anticipated it
would. However, I am talking about the
situation at present.

Mr. Bickerton: That was compulsory
legislation.

Mr. NALDER: That legislation does not
appear to have had the desired effect.
Would the Minister check this?

Mr. Bickerton: If you read my speech in
Hansard, T said it would not necessarily
cut down the number of road accidents.

Mr. NALDER: What is the answer then?
Mr. Bickerton: Safety belts!

Mr. NALDER: If that {s the answer I
will immediately si{ down and shut up.
The Minister is very confident and I hope
he is right.

Mr. Bickerton: It will not be the com-
plete answer, but each little bit helps.

Mr. NALDER: I do not believe the Minis-
ter really means that. However, I hope
he is right. If that Is the case I am pre-
pared to sit down quickly without making
any further suggestions. This is one of the
most impertant problems we are facing
today—not only in Western Australia but
throughout Australia—and we do not seem
to have a solution. However, the police
should be given the authority to implement
any sound proposals to reduce our road
toll.

Mr. Lapham: The vehicles themselves
should be looked at.

Is there public support
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Mr. NALDER: The member for Karrin-
yup has made another suggestion, and I
am inclined to agree with him. What do
we do? Do we set a limit on the power
of cars?

Mr. Lapham: This matter should be
taken up with the manufacturers.

Mr. NALDER: That is a very good sug-
gestion, I am all in favour of discussions
at the highest level in the hope of finding
a solution.

I have made these comments to indicate
my support for any attempts to reduce
the road toll.

MR. LEWIS (Moore) [5.09 p.m.]l: The
main purpese of this Bill is to make the
wearing of seat belts compulsory. Because
of its compulsory aspect I oppose the
measure.

It is perhaps not inappropriate that in
taday's issue of the Daily News we are told
on the front page that the road toll has
been sharply reduced since the beginning
of the combined Dagily News and Police
Traffic Branch driver-education campaign.
The article commences as follows:—

The campaign began in mid-Sep-
tember and set out to instruci drivers
on cur road rules. Laws have been
explained using diagrams gnd pictures.

In the October-November period, on
figures completed to midnight Ilast
night, road deaths in the metropolitan
area were down by more than 40 per
cent. on last year.

I do not propose to read the rest of the

article. This emphasizes that we need a
driver-education campaign rigorously
policed.

I commend the Police Department for
using unidentified cars. In my experience,
which extends now for 46 years—

Mr. Nalder: Do you still have a driver’s
license?

Mr. LEWIS: I still have a driver’s license
and it is unmarked. In my experience
there is nothing more conducive to correct
driving than to have a police car or a
policeman somewhere in the vicinity. If
the police use unmarked cars a driver will
never know whether the car behind is
a police car.

I oppose the Bill because of its negative
approach to the problem. It does not seek
to reduce the number of aecidents but
merely to lessen the effect of accidents.

Mr. O’Neil: It makes it safer to have an
accident.

Mr. LEWIS: It may make it safer to
have an accident, but wearing a seat belt
will not prevent a driver from running
into a tree or colliding with another
vehicle. It will not stop drivers from tak-
ing foolish tisks.

Mr. Lapham: It will give the young
fellow the impression that he is safe.
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Mr. LEWIS: It will prevent some deaths
and probably lessen the severity of ihjuries;
I agree with that. It will lessen the ex-
pense to hospitals.

Mr. Bertram: Surely they are adequate
}‘e:l_sons for the introduction of this legis-
ation.

© Mr. LEWIS: I think there are good
reasons to recommend the wearing of

safety belts, but it should not be made

compulsory.

There is nothing compulsory sbout this
driver-education campaign., I commend
the Daily News for its articles. The
campaign is not compulsory and yet the
public has responded to it.

There are four factors which contribute
to the road toll; the driver, the wvehicle,
the roads, and the by-laws relating to
road traffic. Many drivers are unskilled,
but I think in the main the younger gener-
ation has a greater mechanical skill and
a better reaction to dangerous situations
than their parents. Of course they are
inexperienced, and only time willi remedy
this. Many young drivers appear to be
woefully ignorant of the traffic rules, I
had this brought home to me the other
day when I was following a trailer loaded
with rubbish. The driver decided to turn
right into an old bush track and the only
signal was a hand signal immediately be-
fore the turn. This driver did not look
to see whether the road was clear and
when I remonstraied with him he said,
“I gave a signal; that is all that is neces-
sary.” In this instance an accident was
avoided but it was only because I was keep-
ing a sharp loockout and had good brakes.

Many wvehicles are mechanically defec-
tive, and this brings me to a strange part
of this legislation. If I interpret the
Minister's second reading speech correctly,
the occupants of any vehicle manufactured
before 1969 are not obliced to wear seat
belts. I would like the Minister to correct
me.if I am wrong because this seems very
strange. An old vehicle is more likely to
be defective than a new one.

The only experience I had of driving a
very old vehicle was back in the 1930s. I
knew the vehicle was defective and I drove
accordingly. However, the steering failed
and I crashed into a tree; luckily with no
serious resulf.

- Mr. O'Neil: You were hit by a moving
tree.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 wish to make the point
that a more logical approach would have
been to say. “After the year so-and-so
zeat belts will be compulsory.” By that
time most of the older vehicles would be
replaced. If the Government is deter-
mined to make this compulsory, all vehicles
should be included. and then. at some
future date the Government could clamp
down and say, “Motorists have had five
years’ warning of this; from now on it is
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compulsory.” However, I think it is just
too ridiculouns to exempt all vehicles regis-
tered prior to 1869.

Mr, Gavfer: Do they specify the type of
seat belts?

Mr. LEWIS: I think insufficient pub-
licity is given to the road system. Here let
e pay g tribute to the Main Roads De-
partment and local authorities for the
steady improvement of our roads, Not
only are roads being improved, but they
are also being widened, provided with
betier surfaces, realigned, and so on. But
much remains to be done. Doubtless all
members of Parliament from their experi-
ence of driving, even in the metropolitan
area. can point out situations which are
positively dangerous, Every day 1 travel
across the Thomas Street Bridge, and that
is 8 hazard if ever there was one. There
is a hump in the middle of the bridze and
it is impossible to see traffic travelling to-
wards cne from the north. Anycne mak-
ing & turn on the south side of the bridge
takes his life inte his hands. He could
be one-third of the way across the inter-
section before he c¢ould see ancther car
crossing the top of the hump. I under-
stand it is planned that this bridge will be
improved in this financial year. However,
a number of sites in Perth are still very
dangerous,

a&s far as country roads are concerned,
many are far too narrow, and many have
fairly sharp turns. I am not ecmplaining
about this because, after all, we cannot
overeccme all these problems overnight. I
merely point out that it is not always the
fault of the driver. Again, some of the
lighting in the metropolitan areg is rather
dismal, I have found that it is easier to
drive after the sireet lights are twrned off
when I can drive with my lights on full
beam if no other cars are approaching.
One can see better then than when one is
driving before the lights are switehed off
because in many places street lighting is
virtually only a glimmer.

Mr. Nalder: What do you do until the
lichts go off?

Mr. LEWIS: There are many ways in
which members can amuse themselves until
the street lights go out. If the member for
Katanning weculd like a few tips, I do not
mind giving him some. I belleve we should
follow up the driver-education campalgn
with the use of Press publicity, photo-
graphs, and the like. This will be of benefit
to those people who are evidently in some
doubt as to the meaning of the regulations.
The very questions people ask demonstrate
their ignorance of the laws. The laws are
50 plain to many people that the answer is
clear before it is read. Nevertheless, there
is an appalling ignorance on the part of
too many people in relation to the mean-
ing of the regulations and how they should
be interpreted.
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I fee] the driver-education campalgn
should be continued, even to the point of
using television as a medium and illus-
trating cases In which dangerous situ-
ations can occur and what should be done
about them. I think that is far preferable
{0 making it compulsory for some people
to wear seat belts.

As far as I can interpret the second
reading speech of the Minister—and I
must say I was disappointed with it—the
driver of a truck of over 4} tons capacity
—and there are many hundreds of those
trucks—will be exempted from wearing a
seat belt. That is the very type of vehicle
the Minister mentioned as being involved
in a fatality on the Snowy Mountalns
scheme as a result of the driver not wear-
ing his seat belt. Those trucks are just
as lkely to career off the road and kil
the driver, or to veer across the road and
crash into an oncoming car, as any other
vehicle, Nevertheless, they are to be
exempted.

Also, passengers over the age of 7¢ years
will be exempted from wearing seat belts.
Are we to take it that the Minlster con-
siders those people are of no value to the
communtty? Children under the age of
eight years also are not obliged to wear
seat belts. Impliclt In this matter 1s prob-
ably the qifficulty of finding some satisfac-
tory belt; but I think that only spells out
the need for more research so that those
who wish to strap in their youngsters can
da so with safety.

Mr. Fletcher: Seat belts for children
can be seen at the R.A.C. headquarters.
They are on display on the counter.

Mr. LEWIS: Then why is not provision
made in the Bill for chlldren under the
age of eight years?

I do not wish to prolong the debate. 1
realise, of course, that we have not the
numbers to do anything about this mat-
ter. Nevertheless, I repeat that this is a
negative approach to reducing our road
toll, True, it will save some lives; and
that is important. But we would avoid
the same number of fatalitles If we pursued
the driver-education campaign and pointed
cut to the pecple the value of wearing
seat belts. Then they could decide for
themselves. After all, we do not prevent
the non-swimmer from entering deep
water. If he wants to do so, he is en-
titled fto take his life into his own hands,
If T as a driver choose to take the risk
of somebody else running into me, that is
up to me.

S0 1 think this 1s an altogether negative
approach., I think our rising road toll calls
for some positive approach-—the pursult
of a more vigorous campaign of driver
education, together with the other factors
I have mentioned such as beiter raads,
better lizhting, and greater attention to
unroadworthy vehicles. I oppose the Bill
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MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara—Minister for
Housing) [5.22 pm.]: I apologise to the
House for being absent last night when the
initial part of this debate took place. I
was away on official business. I have read
the remarks—in suci: time as I have had
available—of those members who speke on
this Bill last night, and I have listened to
the remarks of those who spoke this afier-
noon. I gather from those remarks that
everyone who spoke is in favour of the
EBill, with the exception of the member for
Moore who said he would oppose it. Qther
speakers were generally in favour of the
Bill on the grounds that it could or may
go some way towards preventing some in-
Juries or deaths on the road, I think that
is possibly the whole nurpose of the Bill,

I do not think aunyone could say the
wearing of seat belts will be the answer to
the whole problem. I do not believe it
will, anyway. I have always had an open
mind on this matter: but one can only
rely on the figures available—if they mean
anything—in connection with other States.
In Victoria the general consensus of
opinion at this stage is that the com-
pulsory wearing of seat belts has assisted
in cutting down the number of cases of
serious injury and, no doubt, death in some
instances. ’

The other States have also taken notice
of that fact. I think Queensland is the
only State yet vo introduce regulations,
and it will introduce them some time Iin
January. At that time the wearing of seat
belts will be compulsory in all States of
Australia. That being so, I refuse to believe
that the members of all the Parliaments
throughout Australia would agree with
legislation, regardless of what sort of Gov-
ernment is in power, had they not been
convineed that there are some bhenefits to
be obtained and that the disadvantages
resulting from the compulsory wearing of
seat belts are outweighed by the advan-
tages. That is how T see the situnation,
without going into a great deal of detail
in connection with it

Many of the remarks of members who
spoke Lo this Bill dealt with traffic matters
in general. I suppose it is fairly hard to
deal with a Bill of this nature without
generalising in respect of road safety mat-
ters. Nevertheless, I do not consider it is
my job in closing the debate on the second
reading of this Bill t» answer all the re-
marks made concerning general road safety.
Members know that 1 am handling this
Bill on behalf of the Minister for Police,
and it is a rather specific measure, It was
introduced for the specific purpose of mak-
ing the wearing of seat belts compulsory.

Of course, we can argue zbout the com-
pulsion side of if; but I recall that the
same people who argued about the com-
pulsion supported the Bill which iniro-
duced compulsory breathalyser testing. I
suppose which side of the road we drive
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on is a matter of compulsion, We cannot
just drive on any side of the road; we
are compelled by law to drive on a certain
side, So if members wish to get on to the
subject of not liking compulsory legislation,
the;lrdwlll get into all the trouble in the
world,

I would say, from my limited knowledge
of the matter, that the compulsory wearing
of safety belts is worth a trial. I can only
rely on the knowledge of the experts and
the opinions expressed by all our leading
doctors. As the member for Fremantle has
pointed out on many occasions, the various
hospitals have all come out in favour of
the wearing of seat belts. Are we simply
to ignore them altogether because it means
some form of compulsion; or should we give
it a trial? I think the House would be
wise to pass this measure. I am sure some
good will come from lt. I do not hecessar-
ly think that everything the experts say
will happen, because they have us by the
short hairs. T recall that when breatha-
lyser testing was introduced in this State
the experts said it would overcome all the
terrible tragedies on the road. But it has
not, although it might have helped to a
certain extent. If we go back to the experts
and say, "It has not dong what you said it
would do” they simply say, “You think
about how much worse it would have heen
had it not been introduced.” The answer
always comes back to that.

'Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. Bate-
man) in the Chair; the Minister for

ggla}xsing (Mr. Bickerton) in charge of the
ill.

Clause 1: Short title and citation—

Mr. NALDER: Through you, Mr, Chair-
man, I would like to ask the Minister on
what clause I may comment about fines
for people not wearing seat belts.

Mr. Bickerton: You ask the Chairman of
Committees, not me.

Mr, NALDER: Well, I will ask the Chair-
man. I thought the Minister might know.

The CHAIRMAN: The matter of fines
is not mentioned in the Bill, but it could
be included in regulations. Does the mem-
ber for Katanning wish to ask a question
of the Minister?

Mr. NALDER.: I can see no part of this
Bill which deals with resulations.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The clause setting out
the power to make regulations is clause 4.

Mr. NALDER: Thank you, I will com-
ment on that clause.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 and 3 put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Clause 4; Section 47 amended—

Mr., STEPHENS: 1 move an amend-
ment—

Page 2, line 12—Add after the word
“equipment” the words ‘'Provided
that regulations made pursuant to
this paragraph shall enable any per-
son who objects on his own behalf or
on behalf of himself and his children
to the wearing or use of any pre-
seribed item of equipment to obtain
a certificate of exemption which shall
relieve the person by whom or on
whose behalf the objection is made of
the requirement of wearing or using
that item of equipment;”

Some exemptions are to be provided, but
I consider the one mentioned in this
amendment is equally justified.

1 am not disputing the effectiveness of
seat belts, but some people in the com-
munity feel that they owe their lives to
the fact that they were not wearing seaf
belts when they were involved in motor
accidents. Those people are in a minority,
but they should be provided for in this
legislation. Again, there are other people
who have a phobia about being strapped
to a seat in a vehicle. Under my amend-
ment any person who feels strongly about
the wearing of seat belts will be able to
apply for, and be granted, exemption.

Mr. BICKERTON: I cannot accept this
amendment, because to do so would destroy
combpletely the principle behind the com-
puisory wearing of seat belts. Exemp-
tlons are to be prescribed under the
regulations, such as the exemption of
pregnant women, but the exemption pro-
posed in the amendment before us is so
wide that by agreeing to it we will render
ineffective the provisions governing the
compulsory wearing of seat belts,

Mr. O'CONNOR: Probably the exemp-
tions that have been indicated by the
Minister go too far. They will apply to
children under eight years of age and
adults over 70 years of age, but these are
the very people whose reactions are slow.
A child of two or three years of age will
be sent into orbit when the brakes of a
fast moving vehicle are applied quickly,
and this also applies to elderly people. For
that reason they, too, should be com-
pelled to wear seat belts. If the seat belts
are as good as they have been made out
to be by the statistics which have been
placed before us, then I think everybody
should be covered by this legislation.

Mr. REID: I am in favour of the com-
pulsory wearing of seat belts. I wear one
all the time I am driving and I encourage
my family to do the same. I would point
out that under this legislation we are com-
pelling a wide range of people to wear
seat belts, and this might be a good thing
when measured against the saving of lives
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on the roads. Perhaps I could draw an
analogy to the climbing of pine trees. A
person doing this could be injured or killed,
but there is no legislation governing the
climbing of pine trees. Simply because
more people drive motor vehicles and more
people are killed in motor accidents than
in the climbing of trees, it is proposed to
introduce legislation which requires the
compulsory wearing of seat belts. In my
view a blanket provision to compel most
people to wear seat belts goes too far. If
a person honestly believes that it is not
to his advantage to wear & seat helt he
should be given the opportunity to apply
for exemption.

Mr. O'Neil: He can be exempted by using
a8 1968-model car.

Mr. REID; He could, but with the eff-
luxion of time that model wears out and
he will have to buy a car of a later vintage.
We should adopt a middle-of-the-road
course in this matter. Although I am in
favour of the compulsory wearing of seat
belts as I believe this saves lives, some
way out should be provided to enable
people to make application for exemption.
The member for Wembly summed up this
matter correctly when he said, “God for-
bid when we have to legislate to protect &
man from himself.”

Dr. DADOUR: Ii is quite obvipus that
anything which will save lives should bhe
adopted. Unfortuntely, most of us do not
like compulsion, and the amendment is
trying to overcome that. However, once
compulsion is removed from this legislation
its purpose is defeated.

I see enough of the carnage on the roads
and a great deal of the morbidity that
resuits from motor accidents. To me any-
thing that will reduce injuries and loss
of life should be adopted, whether it be
by the use of the breathalyser or some other
device. The only argument against this
legislation is the aspect of compulsion.

Mr. Lapham: Under this legislation only
some vehicles will be covered.

Dr. DADOQUR: Pregnant women will be
exempted from the compulsory wearing of
seat belts. '

Mr. Lapham: What about people who
drive 1968-model vehicles?

Dr. DADOUR: I think the amendment
should not be agreed to.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. NALDER: Although the matter of
fines is covered by the Minister’'s remarks
on the regulations, why has some indica-
tion of the intention of the Government
not been given? We have no idea whether
action will be taken against a person who
fails to wear a seat belt when travelling
in a vehicle. Will he be taken to court and
fined, even in respect of a first offence?
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I suggest that for the first 12 months no
fines at all be imposed. I propose further
that some system, along the lines of the
demerit points system, be adopted so that
consistent offenders against whom a cer-
tain number of points have been debited
will have their licenses suspended. I realjse
that many people will drive off in their
cars forgetting that they are required to
wear seat belis.

Mr. May: What happens when a person
forgets to put 5¢ in a parking meter?

Mr. NALDER: I have put forward a very
sensible approach. We need to educate the
peopie in the wearing of seat belts. We
should first of all work on & system of
demerit points, so that when a person con-
sistently ignores this legislation action
will be taken against him.

Mr., Lapham: Do you think a person
should be dictated to in regard to the seat
he should occupy in a car?

Mr. NALDER: I am dealing with the
fines and the offences under this legisia-
tion.

Mr. May: It would bhe a tremendous job
administratively to adopt your proposal.

Mr. NALDER; No more difficult than to
administer the existing demerit points
system in respect of driving offences. 1
contend that a person who is apprehended
for the first time for failing to wear a
seal belt should not be fined. We have
not even heen told what is to be the
amount of the fine for a first offence.

Mr. Bertram: I think it is 310.

Mr. NALDER: Furthermore, we have
not been told what will be the amount of
the fine for a second and subsequent of-
fence. Is there to be an increase on the
amount of the fine.for a first offence?
Rather than impose fines, I suggest that
for the first 12 months a demerit points
system should be adopted in respect of the
wearing of seat belts,

Mr., BICKERTON: Clause 4 seeks to
amend section 47(2) of the Act by adding
two paragraphs. The section deals with
the power to make regulations under which
fees and the fines may be prescribed. If
that is not the case, I have no doubt that
somewhere in the Traffic Act there is a
dragnet provision to cover the preseribing
of fines, This matter will come in under
the regulations., Section 47 will provide
the power to impose fines.

Mr. Nalder: Have the amounts of the
fines been decided?

Mr, BICKERTON: Not to my knowledge,
but when the reguiations are made mem-
bers will have an opportunity to see them
when they are tabled.

Mr. Nalder: The fine would not be $100..

Mr. BICKERTON: No, I de not imagine
s0.

Clause put and passed.

Title put and passed,
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Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third- Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.
Bickerton (Minister for Housing), and
passed.

CHILD WELFARE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on
motion by Mr. T. D, Evans (Attorney-Gen-
eral), read a first time.

ALUMINA REFINERY (UPPER SWAN)
AGREEMENT BII.L

Council’'s Amendment

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Commitlee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr. Bate-
man) in the Chair; Mr. Graham (Minister
for Development and Decentralisation) in
charge of the Bill.

The amendment made by the Council
was as follows:—

Page 2, line 5—Add after the word
“‘authorized”, the following—

when the Environmental Protec-
tion Authority proposed by the
Bill entitled-—

A Bill for an Act to make pro-
vision for the establishment
of an Environmental Protec-
tion Authority, a Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection and an Environmental
Protection Council for the
prevention and control of en-
vironmental pollution and for
the protection and enhance-
ment of the environment, to
repeal the Physical Environ-
ment Protection Act, 1970,
and for incidental and other
purposes

has come into being and has con-
sidered and reported to the
Premier on the project covered by
the Agreement and the terms pro-
posed so far as they relate to
matters of eunvironmental protec-
tion.

“Mr. GRAHAM: I have peen in this Par-
liament ione enough to appreciate that
there are times and occasions when people
enjoy playing the game of party politics.
That, when all is said and done, is part
and parcel of our life and existence.

Mr. Gayfer: There have been no party
politics in the last few weeks since the
Minister has been away.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. GRAHAM: It was not my desire to
name any person but I would say very
few of us, if any, have not availed our-
selves of the opportunity—usually depend-
ing on which side of the House one sits.

In connection with this matter it has
been said, ad nguseam, that the Premier
will not sign the agreement in connection
with the proposed alumina refinery until
after the passage of the environmental
protection legislation. For that reason it
is not necessary to insert the provision
In a Statute because surely the word of
the Premier of the State—whoever he
might be—soclemnly given in many places
and repeated in this Chamber can be
accepted.

I have already said that a certain amount
of party politics is understandable and
adds to the spice of parllamentary debate.
However, in connection with this legisla-
tion, I say with seriousness that discussions
which have been taking place for some
four years have culminated in this legis-
lation. There have been negotiations be-
tween the principals and important in-
vestors and buyers overseas. The latter
talks have been in progress for some 18
months and the people overseas are be-
coming impatient and wondering whether
Western Australin wants this industry.

This has been stated and emphasised on
a number of occasions and there have been
interminable delays. It would appear that
there has been a fiendish delight in many
cases Lo misrepresent, to exaggerate, and
to build up all sorts of false cases as to
what might or could happen. This has
occurred notwithstanding the fact that we
have experienced, throughout the world
and in Western Australia, conditions which
give lie to 99.9 per cent. of what is alleged
is likely to occur, and the dangers which
will beset our people and the environment.
The company concerned is wondering
whether the patience of those people, who
are an essentia! part of the programme if
the industry is to proceed, is wearing thin.

Of course, there is not a 100 per cent.
certainty that even with the passage of
this legislation the project will go on. The
insertion of the proposed amendment gives
a more or less “Kathleen Mavourneen"
flavour to the whole project, and that is
not acceptable.

The company is in the position that it
must accept what Parliament decrees.
However, it would be assumed that there
is a responsibility. I want to state that
this is not a favoured child, or a favourite
child of mine; I have a certain portfolio
and it is the duty and the responsibility
of the Government of the day to do certain
things. The Government js doing those
things in good conseience.

This question has been submitted to
Parliament and it is expected that Parlia-~
ment will make a responsible decision. If
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the industry is lost because of this pro-
crastination, this delay, and this irritation,
then we know on whose head the blame
should fall. The Labor Party, as such, will
lose nothing. However, the State will lose
a capital investment of the best part of
$200,000,000. The industry will provide
employment, directly and indirectly, for
approximately 1,000 people which, of
course, means that a tota] of some 3,800
people will be sustained. Also, the industry
will mean additional revenue to the State,
and a flow-on to all sorts of other indus-
};nes. That is how important this project
S.

All _the usual agencies which carry out
investigations have investigated this pro-
position in the same way as they investi-
gate any other proposition or proposed
business undertaking, except that on this
occasion additional precautions have been
taken and the legislation is more tightly
drawn than on any previous, occasion.

It makes no difference when or where
the Premier sighs the agreement, except
that he must do s¢ in accordance with the
undertakings he has given. The industry
will be subject to every word of every plece
of legislation—present and future—apply-
to the air, the environment, the health,
and every other normal requirement.

Mr. Nalder: What will be the effect of
the proposed smendment?

Mr. GRAHAM: As I have stated, the
company faces the apreement with un-
certainty, and it dislikes the prospect of
going on month after month. The com-
pany cannct negotiate with. overseas inter-
essitst until the agreement is signed by the

ate.

All members will be aware that minerals,
generally, have taken a turn for the worse,
and that the economic situation through-
out the world is uncertain. Of course,
without a document or g title deed, or an
instrument which has some degree of
certainty, apart from other factors and
money values, it is impossible for the
company to proceed.

Negotiations are virtually at a standstill.
It is true that I gave a date earlier but it
is an easy matter for interests overseas to
understand that when Parliament, through
some circumstance, is not meeting, it is
impaossible to pass an agreement. If there
are to be frustratlons and delays, as there
have been, and if we seek fo impose all
sorts of restrictions which give the im-
pression we are not very enthusiastic about
this project, then those who back this ven-
ture could not be blamed if they decided
to give Western Australia away and move
elsewhere.

I said during the course of an interview
——and 1 will repeat it here—that the atti-
tude of Western Australia can be measured
by what has been going on. The people
throughout the world are aware of what
has been going on and they are wondering
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why it is that Western Australia has this
apparent resentment against propositions
such as the Pacminex agreement which we
are considering at the present moment. I
will also refer to the Armico project and the
Montan wax deposit on the Titzgerald
River Reserve, and there zte others which
I could alsp mention. We will probably
have the same sort of thing when a decis-
ion has to be made on the establishment
of an integrated iron and steel industry in
Western Australia. We ali know the dire
necessity for the establishment of such an
industry, particularly because of the down-
turn in our rural industry.

Mr. Nalder: What happens if it is im-
possible for the director to repoxt?

Mr. GRAHAM: I have given an overall
summary of the situation. In answer to
the interjection, discussions have taken
place today between the Department of
Development and Decentralisation and Dr.
O'Brien. As a consequence of those talks
a period has been set down. Indeed, it is
anticipated—provided there is expedition
everywhere, and this has been confirmed
with the Minister in charge of the environ-
mental legislation—that no time will be
lost in setting up the authority and all the
machinery which is necessary in order to
enable it to function. Of course, the legis-
lation has to be assented to in the first
place as a preliminary to this being done.

Dr. O'Brien will be able to get on with
the job. I might read a paragraph of a
letter sent to me by Mr. Lewis who was
previously the Director of Industrigl De-
velopment, and who is now the Assistant
Co-ordinator (Industries).

He says in his minute—

A discussion with Dr. O'Brien, the
Director of the Environmenial Pro-
tection Authaority indicates that a re-
port, vroviding it does not become a
policy matter, could be ready before
the 29th of February. .

As a matter of fact, a date several weeks
earlier than that was mentioned but, in
order to be safe, the later date of the 29th
February has heen adopied.

Mr. Nalder: It could be ready earlier?

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so. Of course,
he is an officer and this is contingent upon
ather things. I have already indicated
that I have spoken to the responsible
Minister who has assured me it will' be
treated by him as a matter of extreme
urgency, and Dr. O'Brien is prepared to
put other considerations aside and regard
this matter as having top priority in order

to enable this to be done, The minufe
continues—
Therefore, to give the company

some protection that there is not un-
due delay in presentation of the re-
port, it is suggesied that a further
Amendment be moved to the efiect
that the report referred to i Section
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2 be presented to the Hon. Premfier
not later than the 29th February,
1972,

Dr. O'Brien has advised his Hon.
Minister that it is possible, barring
unforeseen eventualities, to have the
report ready within this time scale and
a copy of his memorandum to the

Hon. Minister ifor Environmental
Protection is sattached for your in-
formation.

That matter is dealt with In some detall.
It will be immediately understood that
Dr, O'Brien is not a complete stranger to
the area or to the factors that have been
raised in connection with this proposed
industrial establishment.

Whilst T do not like the amendment.
and I think the legislation would he better
without it, In the Interests of expedition
and to avold the possibility of friction be-
tween the two Houses, I now propose to
move that the Council’s amendment be
:Iagreed to subject to a further amendment.

move—

That the amendment made by the
Council he agreed to, subject to the
following further amendment:—

by adding the following words
after the word “protection” at the
end of the paragraph:—
“such report to be presented
to the Premlier not later than
the twenty-ninth day of Feb-
ruary one thousand nine hun-
dred and seventy-two™.

1 hope and trust the other House will
accept the assurances I have been given in
the talks that have taken place,

Mr. COURT: I hope the Minister will
not persist with this amendment. If he
does he will be imperilling the whole Bill.
I think I should trace the background of
this matter because we are not dealing
with a usual situation. In fact, it is a
very unusual situation.

The sltuation is that durlng the election
this matter became a great issue which
was fermented by the present Govern-
ment, which gave certain very categorical
undertakings in respect of environmental
protection, to which the agreement relat-
ing to this industry was related. This is
an 1ssue of the Government's own making;
it is not a matter it can lay at the door
of the Opposition. It is qulte wrong and
unfair of the Minister to threaten the
Oppositlon and the Legislative Council
that they will be responsible for losing
an Industry. It is not on their heads at
all; it is on the Government’s head.

The Minister sald this agreement had
been more tightly drawn than would have
been the case had the previous Govern-
ment brought it down. I do not agree.

Mr. Grasham: I did not say that. I
sald it was more tightly drawn than other

sgrecments.,

(ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. COURT: Let us take those words—
“other agreements.” Had this agreement
been handled by the Brand Government,
it would at least have signed the agree-
ment and taken the responsibility up to
that point. The agreement would have
been submitted to the environmental pro-
tectlon council and brought to Parliament
with that report. Parliament could then
have considered the whole document and
the whole set of circumstances, including
the attitude of the environmental protec-
tion authority, and thls agreement would
have been out of the way weeks ago.

But what happened? The Government,
because of its election policles and its
mandate—and we dld not question that
when the Bill was brought here; we assisted
its passage in this House—brought down
an entirely new Bill. It did not even pro-
claim the old one but left us without any
pbrotection at all for many months, and
because of what the Government did 1t
found itself without any machinery to have
this matter considered over the last few
months and in the immediate future.

I suggest to the Minister that he could
run into all sorts of trouble when this
Bill becomes law if his amendment is
adopted. The environmental protection
legislation will be watched very -closely
by people who, In some cases, are abso-
lutely fanatical about it; and the first
thing they will challenge is whether this
is a matter of policy. It would be a mighty
clever Director of Environmental Protec-
tlon, with his council and his authority,
who could oppose a challenge that this
Bill did or did not involve a maiter of
policy.

We did not oppose the clauses concerned
because the Government wanted it that
wsy, but we have been trying to point out
to the Government that in the Bill it has
brought down it is building up a network
of machinery under which it could take
8 long time to reach matters of policy. We
are hoping the Government will he able to
heve the matters considered quickly and
perhaps decide the question of basic policy,
but I doubt it. I assume Dr. O’Brien in
the meantime has been preparing the
framework of basic policy for his author-
ity and council so that the time for its
consideration, promulgation, and accept-
ance will be reduced to the abhsolute mini-
mum.

If the words suggested by the Minister
are included in the Bill, a situation could
arise - where, through circumstances be-
yond its control, the authority could not
produce a report by the 29th February.
This could easily happen through sickness,
death, or frustration on the part of some
members of the authority or the council.
What would the Minister do then? That
would be the end of the agreement be-
cause the date would have passed and the
report would not have been made.
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I want to raise another issue; that is,
the nature of the report. The Minister will
be as aware as I am that there was very
strong pressure on the Legislative Council
to add a word in the amendment it has
suggested. The word was to be inserted
after the word “reported” so that the last
part of the amendment would read—

has come into being and hss con-
sidered and reported favourably o the
Premier . . .

Wiser counsel has prevailed and said this
was a responsibility the Government must
take; that all Parliament could say was a
report must be received.

When the suggestion was put to me I
said, “I do not belleve the word should go
in because it is too restrictive and the
Government must stand up and be
counted. If it gets an unfavourable report
and still decides to go on, it is on the Gov-
ernment’s head, and the Parliament should
do no more than insist that the report be
received. It will then be a decision by the
Government of the day, as will be the
case over the years with many things
which are not the subject of ratified
agreements.”

I therefore think the Government, in
its anxiety to insert a date, will probably
produce a two-edged sword, because I can
foresee the gentlemen in another place
starting to revive their interest in this
word “favourable,” Whilst I assume it
would only be upon receipt of a favour-
able report that the project would pro-
ceed, I can foresee all sorts of problems
if the provision is expressed in such water-
tight terms as to say it must be favour-
ably reported on before the Premier can
even sign the agreement. That is what it
means—sign the agreement, not proceed
with it.

1 sincerely hope the Deputy Premier
will think again about this matler before
we make a decision in this Chamber and
weigh up whether it is in the interests
of his proposition, the project, and the
Bill to accept the amendment put forward
by the Legislative Council as it stands. I
know this particular agreement has wor-
ried the Minister and the Government
because of the amount of controversy and
discussion that have taken place, but I
come back to my earlier point—that this
whole situation is not of the Opposition's
making: it has come about because of a
series of events beginning at the elections
and including the statements made by the
Premier about his attitude towards this
agreement, the statements made by the
Government about its attitude towards en-
vironmental protection, and the fact that
the Government made the serious tactical
error in submiiting the Bills in the wrong
order.

I respectiully suggest that if the Bills
had gone through the Chamber the other
way around, much of the talky-talky
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would have been obviated, the Bills would
have gone through in their proper
sequence, and the law in respect of the
agreement and the environmental protec-
tion legislation could have been in opera-
tlon. I hope the Minister will change his
mind on this matter. I also hope he can
tell us some of the reasons why he, Dr.
O'Brien, and the Government believe they
can have this matter considered outside
the normal policy matters that call for
special procedures under the legislation
that is currently before the House.

Mr. GRAHAM: It appears that one can
repeat a statement on many occasions, yet
it does not sink in. The fact of the
matter-—which I repeat for the nth time
—1is that the Premiler of the State has
given a solemn undertsking in respect of
this piece of legislation as regaxds certain
events which must take place before he
signs the agreement; but whether or not
he had given that undertaking, and irres-
pective of what legislation was dealt with
by the Government first or second, the
fact of the matter is that this industry,
before a8 sod has been turned, will be sub-
ject to the environmental protection legis-
lation as it exists when it passes through
this Parliament and as it will be in any
form whatsoever as amended from time to
time hereafter. The protection is there-
fore in the hands of Parliament.

Coming back to the dates, a limit has
been placed in the agreement at the re-
quest of the company so that it will know
there Is a terminating dete and the matter
will not go on interminably. I repeat that
it has been discussed between departmen-
tal officers and Dr. O'Brien, and this is
quite acceptable to him. It may surprise
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to
know it was suggested the date could have
been a month earlier but the additional
month has been given as the latest date, in
case of accidents.

Mr. Court: Why do you need the date?

Mr. GRAHAM: In view of what T said
prior to my last sentence or two, there
is no need for the Legislative Council’s
amendment, but because of its existence
it is necessary fo lay down something to
assure the people overseas that this will
not go on into March, June, September,
or January 12 months, or something of
that nature.

Mr, Court: Why imperil your Bil]?

Mr. O'Neil: We are trying {o be helpful.

Mr. GRAHAM: The company ls pre-
pared to have the Bill imperiled—if I
might use the word—because there is ad-
vantage to be gained from its ability to
assure Its prospective pariners and par-
ticipants overseas by having a date laid
down which is also acceptable to the pro-
posed Government authority dealing with
environmental protection.

Mr. O'Neil: Did the industry request the
amendment in this form? Who designed
this amendment? If you read it into the
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amendment from the Counecil, it is self-
defeating. If it had said the Premier
would not sign- the agreement unless the
‘report had been presented—

‘Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GRAHAM: When you relieved the
Committee from having to lisfen to me,
Mr. Chairman, I was endeavouring to
present the position with which we are
confronted. The Opposition should be
quite content with the proposition before
us, because by and large the effect will be
no different—excenpt perhaps in timing.

The Legislative Council has inserted an
amendment which requires certain things
to be done: things which will be done in
any case. It will not matter whether these
things are done hefore or after the signing
of the agreement unless, of course, mem-
bers wish to play at political tiddly-winks,
or wish to embarrass the company and
thus threaten the success of the entire
project.

I understand the Legislative Council is
reasonably emphatic about its amendment.
I have already indicated that even though
I think it is wrong I am prepared to
accept the amendment in deference to the
company and the dealings it has with
people overseas; those who will be financ-
ing the project and who will play an im-
portant part in connection with market-
ing.

Instead of being faced with an intermin-
able period the company wishes to know
with some degree of certainty just how
long this operation will take. Talks have
taken place between my depariment and
Dr. O'Brien and it has been ascertained
that all that is required to conform with
the environmental protection legislation
can be done in a period of some six weeks;
assuming that the Minister responsible
for the environmental protection legisla-
tion plays his part and is reasonably co-
operative—and I now refer to assent being
given to the legislation; to the setting up
of the authorily and generally to getting
the machinery working. I am told that
Dr. O'Brien can have his report in the
Minister’s hands by the 24th January,
approximately by the end of January, But
in order to play safe we have given an
extra month.

Wa are merely notifyving the people who
will be providing the many millions of
dollars and those who will be providing the
market for the product that instead of
going on for some indefinite period here-
after, Parliament which has inserted this
amendment has also placed a time limit
which the authority responsible has in-
dicated is well within its scope.

What possible objection could there be
to that? The company regards this as
being essential; at the same time the
Legislative Council will have gained its
pound of flesh; its amendment will have
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been accepted. Thus it will be possible
to make the company happy and the Legis-
lative Council happy and as a Parliament
we will be able to say that we have played
our part in enabling the establishment of
this important industry—which will cer-
tainly help our economy—to become a
reality instead of a political talking point.

Nothing will be gained by refecting the
propgsition I have put forward. Surely
the Opposition in either House will be
satisfied at some point in time. Burely
there is nothing wrong in aeccepting my
amendment which js something that the
company wants—not what the Govern-
ment wants, but what the company wants
—to assist it with its 18-month-long ne-
gotiations with overseas financiers and
marketeers. ‘There is nothing wrong in
accepting the amendment while at the
same time obliging the Legislative Council.

Mr. Hutchinson: Apgrt from what you
say as to the practical value of the amend-
ment, have you considered what might
happen to the Bill if it goes back to another
place with an amendment to their amend-
ment?

Mr. GRAHAM: I hope and trust that
members of the Parliameniary Liberal
Party and of the Parliamentary Country
Party will be sufficiently responsible not
lightly te throw overboard an industry of
some $200,000,000 capital investment which
will provide employment directly and in-
directly for about },000 persons and will
contribute greatly to the benefits of the
economy. There are innumerable safe-

‘guards in conhnection with the activities of

the company and I feel sure members will
have a greater sense of responsibility and
that they will not prejudice the company
in this venture.

Mr. Court: Do not tempt them too far.

Mr. GRAHAM: I have indicated that
here is a company which seeks to set
itself up in business in Western Australia:
a company which had talks over several
years with the previous Government on
most of the points which, incidentally, were
sought by the previous Government,

With its sense of responsibility, and
through its officers, the present Govern-
ment has continued the talks in connec-
tion with the agreement very much along
the lines of the previous agreemeni and
the Government in due course brought the
agreement to Parliament.

- 1 am sure that the various elements of
Parliament will be interested in this in-
dustry; an industry which could play an
important part in helping the economy
of Western Australia at a time when it
very much needs that help. I do not know
how I am trying or tempting anybody;
because 1 .am prepared to accept every
word of the amendment made by the legis~
lative Council. I am merely inserting some-
thing to suit the company with Its
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endeavours and am suggesting a date which
is aceceptable to the environmental protec-
!;ion authority.

Accordingly what harm would be done?
How am I provoking anybody? While we
in Parllament play a part in these matters
I think it will be acknowledged that a
Government has certain responsibilities;
responsibilities from which this Govern-
ment is not running away. The Govern-
ment 1s satisfied that through its depart-
mental officers and the new authority it
can conform to the difficulty of the date
that has been set down.

The company is appalled at the prospect
of having to go back, after an almost
interminahble delay, to those with whom it
has been talking for some 18 months to
tell them that whilst Parllament has agreed
there is still another stage to which there
is no time lmit—it could be six months,
12 months, five years, or any other time.
This eould be fatel to the industry which
from the inception has Indicated that it s
comparatively marginal.

Mr. O'Neil: The Minister deoes not have

to- persuade us; that 1s the point we are.

trying to make. In this Committee the
Minister has the numbers to do anything
he likes.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not want govern-
mental numbers, I want all members to
have an appreclation of thelr responsibility
and agree with me and I hope and pray
that members of Her Majesty's Opposition
as presently constituted will appreclate
that no harm is belng done and no affront
is Intended to the Legislative Council; agd
I trust there will be the same impact on
members in another place,

Accordingly I hope members will give
serious consideration to the whole proposi-
tlon as it affects the entire Indusiry and
the people associated with it. I do not
seek this conslderation on behalf of the
Government because whichever party
happened {o be in government the Bill
would still need to be introduced.

Mr. O'NEIL: The Minister has once
again covered the pros and cons In respect
of the industry and the actlon that has
been taken. We passed this Bill which
contained an agreement and while —doing
the same thing members in another place
inserted an amendment and askeqd for qur
concurrence. All that we should be con-
sidering at the moment Is the message.from
the Legislatlve Council. The Minister is
not prepared to accept the fact that we
are trylng to be helpful. He spent a lot
of time in trying to persuade us what we
should do in connection with this amend-
ment. The point is, however; that if we
adopted an attitude which forced this mat-
tér to a divislon the Minister would still
have the numbers to overcome the diffi-

culty. i
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The Minister should test the attitude
that might be adopted in another place Iif
the Bill were returned with his amend-
ment. The Minister talked about political
tiddly-winks but I again say that all we
are trying to do is to be helpful. The
member for Mirrabooka can chuckle; that
ts all he is capable of doing, He has not
been In the place long enough to grow a
decent head of hair.

Mr. Graham: That is unnecessary.

Mr. O'NEIL: It might be, and it 1s very
rarely that I lose my hair In this Cham-
ber. The member for Mirrabooka has never
seen a commitiee of managers In opera-
tion.

Mr. Graham: He has not been here long
enough to become pot-bellled either.

Mr. O'NEIL: When introducing his
amendment the Minlster commenced with
a tirade and talked about people playing
party polltles, but he later turned it into
a facetlous remark thus cooling the
troubled waters.

We are not playlng pariy politics; we
are making a genuine attempt to help
the Minister. We are not going into the
pros and cons of the industry or of the
Minister’'s amendment to the amendment;
all we are discussing is the amendment
made by the Legislative Council. If the
Minister got one of his colieagues tc take
a walk down to the other end he would
realise what will happen to this Bill if
his amendment is passed, and I feel
sure this would help him change his mind.

Mr. Davies: You are threatening.
Mr. O’Neil: I am not threatening.
Mr. Graham: Of course you are!

Mr. COURT: My colleague, in carrying
on from where I left off before the tea
siispension, has set out the position very
clearly. We endeavoured to explain to
the Minister what happened in the course
of deliberations in another place. If is
only because of a certain amount of re-
straint and good sense shown by a number
of people that the word “favourably” ls
not in the amendment made by the Legis-
lative Council. The amendment was left
in its present form for good reason, I ex-
plained that it now means that when the
report §s received Parliement is saying the
decision from that point onwards is in
the Government’s hands.

Had another place inserted the word
“favourably” the Government’s hands
would have been completely tied and it
would have been unable to move in any
way. The other point raised by the Minis-
ter was that say, for instance, a catas-
trophe of some sort occurred and the
people at present proposed to make up the
environmental protection authority are not
available, a situation could arise, through
no fault of anybody, that there is no report
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by the 29th February. Has the Minister
contemplated what would happen to the
agreement then?

Mr. Graham: Of course he has and so
has the company, and it is prepared to
take the risk rather than allow a situation
which could mean an uncertain period of
perhaps three months, six months, or some
other period.

Mr. COURT: If the Minister continues
to go on like this he cannot expect much
co-operation. He has threatened the
members in another place and he has sald
the responsibility will be on gur heads if
the industry does not go ahead.

Mr. Graham: If that is not so, on whose
head would it be?

Mr. COURT: It wouid be on the head
of the Governmeni hecause of the way it
handled negotiations in the first place.
If the matter had been handled correctly
it could have been brought here in an
entirely different atmosphere. The Minis-
ter has created an adverse atmosphere.
As I said earlier this position goes back
to the election.

Mr, Graham: What atmosphere?

Mr. COURT: This atmosphere between
the environmental protection requirements
and the Pacminex company.

Mr. Graham: How?

Mr. O'Neil: The whole trouble started
when you chickened out of signing the
agreement, You should have signed the
agreement in the first place.

Mr. Graham: This is the proper way an
agreement should be brought to Parlia-
ment, It should not be brought forward
as a fait accompli. We should first ask
Parliament for its decision.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. COURT: If I may interject for a
moment, the Minister, in addition to his
threats. now talks about the Legislative
Council getting “its pound of flesh.” It
has done nothing of the sort. It has
merely done what it is entitled to do and
put into the amendment exactly what the
Government proposed to the public.

Mr. Graham: And it has been accepted.

Mr. COURT: With one exception. The
Minister wants to place a restriction on
the proposal which will bring a great deal
of trouble on the Government's head.

Mr. Graham: It has been agreed to by
Dr. Q'Brien.

Mr. COURT: It is obviously useless
trying to convince the Minister and his
colleagues that we are endeavouring to
put forward a sensible proposition that
will ensure the agreement goes forward
to be considered by the environmental
authority and eventually will continue to
go forward in the normal way. Dr.
O’'Brien has sald that the report could be
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in his hands by the 24th January next,
but in this evening's issue of the Duaily
News we read that the report is nearly
finished. How different is this from the
advice given by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in another place?

Mr. Davies: That is an incorrect report.

Mr. COURT: I am not quarrelling about
it. I am assuming, as a matter of good
sense, that Dr. O'Brien has done some
work in regard to this proposal and also
has made some progress in the formula-
tion of his policy which he will submit to
his authority and the Government.

I believe the Minister should have a talk
to his Premier to avold the pitfalls associa-
ted with this matiter. Bome of us have
been here long enough to know what
happens if the amendment is considered
by a conference of managers. The Govern-
ment would be wise to take the amend-
ment that has been put forward by
another place. All that should be done is
to allow the machinery to work as has
been suggested and let the normal pro-
cedure take over from that point onwards.

We want to make it clear that if the
Government persists, because of 1ts prin-
ciples, in having this amendment it now
seeks to make fo the Council's amend-
ment and a mishap occurs in another
place, or during the conference of
managers, the decision will be on the
Government's head. We do not want it
sald by the Minister that it is the fault
of the Opposition. He had the proposal
handed to him on a plate and now he is
goin% to run the risk of there being an
upset.

Mr. GRAHAM: Let us not get too
excited as to who is wrong. The Govern-
ment has introduced legislation containing
an agreement and has supported it all the
way through. Therefore if it does not
become law how can the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition suggest there is any
responsibility on the Government's head?

Mr. Court: It is entirely on your head.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Legislative Council
requested certain words to be added, and
that has been accepted. All the Govern-
ment seeks to do in deference to the
company to assist it in its travail is to
ensure that the period stated is quite
acceptable to the environmental protection
authority.

Mr. Grayden: Cannot the Government
do that without the amendment?

Mr, GRAHAM: Cannot the Government
do what the Legislative Council seeks to
do without that restriction being imposed?
What I have indicated is that the com-
pany, because of its embarrassment in
dealing with other people who will be find-
ing a great deal of the capital and finding
the markets, and because the local spon-
sors find themselves in difficulty, wants
something reasonably concrete in order to
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be in a position to continue its discussions.
If the amendment is left In its present
form without there being any time limit,
although we in Western Australia who hear
all the news may be prepared to accept
my statement that this objective will be
reached in & certain period, people on the
other side of the world have nothing but
a8 piece of legislation before them. As a
result they have been impatient. They
have expressed their impatience and shown
their desire that something should be
agreed to by Western Australia which will
enable them to carry on their business and
discussions with their Australian partners.

Mr. Grayden: But they would accept the
good faith of the Government. This
amendment will not reassure them.

Mr. GRAHAM: It will. The company
has requested that this be done in order
to assist it with its deliberations. If we
can accede to the company’s request with-
out taking anything away from the Legis-
lative Council's amendment—which this
emendment does not do—why should we
not agree t¢ the amendment? What would
be lost by it?

Mr. Mensaros: Why does not the com-
pany believe the Government?

Mr. GRAHAM: Why does not the Op-
position believe the Government?

Mr. O'Neil: Why don't you confer with
your leader in another place? There has
been sufficient time. Ask him what will
?e the attitude of the Chamber which he
eads.

Mr. GRAHAM: The member for East
Melville does not do himself justice. 1
believe that the members of the Parlia-
mentary Libera] Party in this Chamber
have a sense of responsibility and, be-
cause of that, will not indulge in a cheap
political trick against the Government.

Mr. O'Neil: Every time you say that you
jeopardise your own case.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am saying that the
members of the Parllamentary Liberal

Party would not do that, and I sam of.

the opinion that the members of the
Liberal Party in another place would not
do that either. So I have a confidence
in the honourable member's party which
apparently he does not have himself. I
do not know what will be lost If we can
get things down to a proper level again.
I repeat that another place wants an
amendment to ensure that certain things
will be done before the Premier appends
his signature to the agreement. That is
unnecessary because he has already indi-
cated that those things will be done. How-
ever, the Legislatlve Councll wants that
condition inserted in the Bill and we are
accepiing that amendment. But in order
to placate the company and make it easier
for it to continue with its deliberations,
after consultation with those people whose
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job it 1s to investigate, we wish to have
included a restricted period In the case
of some mishap. Why should there be
this heat and opposition generated?

Mr. O'Neil: The amendment is yours;
you have it and you can do with it what
you likel

Mr. GRAHAM: In coming to the point
of the whole discussion, those in this
Chamber—irrespective of party affiliation
—consider there Is nothing unreasonable in
the proposition. I would hope that the
attitude of those who constitute the second
Chamber would be somewhat the same.

Mr. Court: In saying that you are tak-
ing things for granted. Let thils be re-
corded: We consider the amendment 1ill-
advised and foolish. If you Insist on it,
because of your principles, we repeat that
it will be on your head and not on ours.

Mr. GRAHAM: I could use those des-
criptive words in regard to the Legislative
Council’s amendment.

Mr. O'Nell: We have had that and it
is passed.

Mr. GRAHAM: All the amendment Is Is
a request to the Legislative Council that,
having regard for all the circumstances,
we will preserve its amendment, but we
will ensure that time will not drag on end-
lessly; that there will he a limited period.

Rather than have any confrontation, I
have accepted the Legislative Council's
amendment. I do not know of any reason
—and the members of the Opposition have
not put forward any reason—iotr this oppo-
sition to my amendment.

Mr. Court: The company sought to get
these dates put in in another place. That
s why I am warning you.

Mr. GRAHAM: We are dealing with the
situation in this Chamber and, inclden-
tally, I have not been shown any proof of
the detail that occurred in another place.

Mr. O'Neil: I have suggested to you
a couple of times that you should find out.

Mr. GRAHAM: Therefore this Cham-
ber—

Mr, O'Nell: This Chamber can do what
1t lkes, because it has the numbers. Are
you not prepared to accept advice?

Mr. GRAHAM: Is there anything wrong
with the Government, after further con-
sultations—including those with the en-
vironmental protection authorlty-—express-
Ing 1its view—and Indeed this Chamber
expressing its view—hoping, because of
further opinion, that the Legislative Coun-
¢il will agree to this amendment?

Mr. O'Nell: Hoping it will agree?
Mr. GRAHAM: That is the spirit of it.

Mr. Court: Your representatives accepted
this amendment last night.
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Mr. GRAHAM: I have accepted it.

Mr. Hutchinson: I understand the
Premier was in favour of it, or did not
mind its being passed.

Mr. GRAHAM: There would not be one
member in this Chamber, although not
belng happy about it, who will not accept
it. However, the express wish of the com-
pany—and because it Is poessible to do it
as stated by Dr. O'Brien—is to have this
limitation imposed but still give effect to
what the Leglslative Council desires. I
merely wish to ensure thai there is a
specified time; that certaln action will be
taken some time before that. That is all
there is in the amendment. We are asking
the Leglslative Counell to accept this time
HImitatton.

Within my own knowledge I do not know
whether this will prejudice the success of
the venture and, if so, to what extent. All
I know is what these people tell us. I take

it that the Colonial Sugar Refining Com--

pany, the Hancock-Wright group, and
others assoclated with the venture in this
State, together with the Paecminex repre-
sentatives in Perth and in the Eastern
States are reasonable people and would
not make approaches to us unless they con-
sidered there was some necessity for them
to be made.

If this is analysed coldly and calmly it
will be seen there is no head-on collision
because we have accepted what the Couneil
requests. However we wish to make it a
little more comfortable for the company,
but within a time limit, and 1 hope the
Committee will accept the proposition,

Mr. GRAYDEN: I cannot help thinking
we are wasting time needlessly on this
amendment which means absolutely
rnothing. The request of Pacminex indicates
that its principals are abysmally ignorant
of the procedures in this Chamber, If not
they would not have requested such an
amendment. They must accept in good
faith that the Premier will sign the agree-
ment after the environmental authority
has studied it. In those circumstances he
can give an assurance to the company that
the agreement will be signed before a
particular date. It is as simple as that.

If the amendment is made to the Coun-
cil's amendment the Bill will be jeopardised
because on the return of the message to
another place further amendments could
be made which might even require a
favourable decision from the environmental
authority.

The Minister’s proposal means nothing
at all because although a decision might
be made by the 20th February it need not
necessarily be a favourable one.

Mr. Graham: But it will be a decision.
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Mr. GRAYDEN: The Premier can give
that assurance now. If we pursue this
amendment the Bill could be lost.

Mr. MENSAROS: Another point which
has not been raised yet is that the report
need not necessarily be a favourable report.
Should the Government have an inkling
that the report is not going to be favour-
able, it could by giving further points to
the director to consider, delay it beyond
the date set in the amendment. Then the
Government would have the excuse of
signing the agreement without the report.
What we want is that it should be the Gov-
ernment’s responsibility to sign the agree-
ment whatever the report contains.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to subject to the
Assembly’s further amendment.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council,

CONSUMER PROTECTION BILL
In Commitlee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr. Bate-
man) in the Chaijr; Mr. Taylor (Minister
for Consumer Protection) in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed.
Clause 5: Construction of Act—

Mr. TAYLOR: I move an amendment—

Page 3, line T—Add after the sec-

tion number *“56.” the subsection desig-
nation “(1)".

The purpase of this amendment is to allow
for the insertion of a subclause to bring
the council and the bureau of consumer
affairs under the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Labour who would act as an inter-
mediary between the council and the bureau
on the one hand and the Minister on the
other. This subclause is similar to provis-
ions in other legislation in this State—the
seaffolding legislation is one instance—and
in legislation in three other States. The
Government believes it is warranted.

Mr. O'NEIL: We have no objection to
this amendment. In fact it answers a query
I raised during the second reading debate
concerning liasion or contact between the
council and the bureau. I mentioned it
seemed passing strange that no member of
the bureau was on the council.

The amendment combines the responsi-
bility of both the bureau and the council
into one department and places the
secretary of that department in overall
charge of the legislation and matters af-
fecting beth the council and the bureau.
It also obviates the ereation of yet another
Government department.

Amendment put and passed. ’
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Mr., TAYLOR: I move an amendment—

Page 3—Add after subclause (1) the
following new subclause to stand as
subclause (2):—

Adminis- {2) This Act shall be admin-
evtonof  jstered by the Minister and,
subject to any direction of the
Minister, by the person for the
time being holding the office of
the Secretary for Labour in
the department of the State
known as the Department of
Labour.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 6: Consumer Affairs Couneil—

Mr. TAYLOR: I move an amendment—
Page 3, lines 36 and 37—Delete the
passage “registered under the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act, 1912".
In attempting to give adeguate representa-
tion to a large body of people we have
in fact given representation ta only 5 per
cent. to 8 per cent. of those who may be
described as employers. Paragraph () of
subclause (2) refers to industrial unions
of workers of which there are roughly 80
registered within this State. However,
only six employer bodies are registered
under the Industrial Arbitration Act and
these cater for only 5 per cent. to 8 per
cent. of employers. Therefore, to give the
council the balance intended, this amend-
ment has been submitted, which, if passed,
would mean that an appointment eould
be made from any employer body within
the State.

Mr, O'NEIL: I would like the Minister
to have a closer look at this amendment,
and I would like the opinion of any legal
practitioner in the Chamber concerning
what the Minister hopes to achieve. I is
my understanding that no industrial union
Is a legal entity unless it is in some way
registered, and in this State the only place
for registratlon is with the Industrial Com-
mission. Consequently if we pass this
a_r&endment the provision will not be sen-
sible.

Mr, Davies: We are going to put some-
thing else in, aren’t we?

Mr. O'NEIL: No. The Minister merely
moved to delete the passage in this para-
graph. As a result one member of the
council will be a member of an industrial
union of employers. However I do not
believe that any group of people can be re-
garded as 8 legal entity unless it is in some
way recognised by law, and the only way
these unions—whether of employers or
employees—can be recognised by law is by
registration with the Industrial Commis-
sion.

I suggest the Minister may care to re-
consider. his amendment. I do not knhow
whether. he has had the benefit of Crown
Law opinion on this issue but, if he in-
sists on proceeding, we must vote against
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it. If he is prepared to withdraw his
amendment and have the matter con-
sidered before the RBill goes to another
place he would be wise indeed.

Mr. TAYLOR: On the advice given to
me when we checked the desirability, or
otherwise, of deleting these words, I under-
stand the word ‘“‘union” refers to groups
which may term themselves as assocla~
tions or federations. These would all be
applicable. As the Bill is printed we see
in small letters, “one shall be a member of
en industrial union of employees.” - This
has a general sense. As I have sa.ld a
federation or any other group would fit
in this category. This is the informalion
I have been given,

The member for East Melville has made
a point and I will certainly have it checked
before the legislation reaches another place.
However, my advice to the present time
is that the amendment would work and,
if passad, the legislation will carry out
what is required of it. I would like the
Commitiee to agree to the amendment,

Mr. O'NEIL: I have one final point to
make on this issue. I am not concerned
whether a group of people is called a
federation, association, or union. 'This is
not the point. For there to be a repre-
sentative of a specified and recognised
group of people—no matter what it might
be—it is my contention that group would
have to he a legally-recognised entity. I
may be wrong and I have asked the legal
eagles in the Chamber to help but no help
has been forthcoming. To my mind the
only way a group could be legally recog-
nised is by registration with the Industrial
Commission,

Mr. BERTRAM: The whole matter tums,
it seems, on whether & union, body or as-
sociation can properly call itself a union
without being registered under the In-
dustrial Arbitration Aet. I am of the
opinion that such a body could be a union.

Mr. O'Neil: You are not one of the two-
handed lawyers, are you? On the one
hand, it is this and on the other, that.

Mr. BERTRAM: I think the Employers
Federation is registered under the Associa-
tions Incorporation Act. The combina-
tion of more than one body or person for
A purpose is a union. It is a getting-
together.

Mr. O’'Neil: This is an industrial union.

Mr. BERTRAM: It can be an industrial
union if it deals with matters pertaining
to industry. The wording in the Bill at
the moment says “industrial union.”

Although I do not know for certain, I
suspect the Minister is concerned with the
fact that under the measure as it is now
worded there could not be an appointee
from the Employers Federation, because
that body is not & registered industrial
union.
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Mr. Taylor: It is not registered under
the Act.

Mr. BERTRAM: It may well be, and
almost certainly is, registered under the
Associations Incorporation Act. However,
whether it is does not matter. On the
Minister's arithmetic the Employers Fed-
eration may represent 95 per cent. of em-
ployers. The registered employers’ unions
represent only 5 per cent. to 8 per cent.
of the employers, I think the Minister said.
The whole thing hinges on this. The whole
gist of the amendment is, I would think,
to allow the Employers Federation to
qualify within clause 6 (2) (g). Is the
Employers Federation an industrial union
of employers? That is the question. It
may well be, Other members could teli
me whether the Employers Federation is
registered under the Associations Incor-
poration Act. I would think it most cer-
tainly is.

Mr, O'Nell: It is a registered union of
employers.

Mr. BERTRAM: Under the Associations
Incorporation Act, it is an incorporated
body, and it is an industrisl union of em-
plovers. It is certainly nothing other than
industrial. This {s what it is all about.
The federation has to do with industry;
this is its prime, If not only objective.

I support the Minister's amendment be-
cause he wants to give greater coverage
under the Act and allow employers total
value. He does not want to restrict selec-
tion to something like 6 per cent. of em-
ployers in the State.

Mr. O’NEIL: This is my third and final
point. I cannot agree with my learned
friend.

Mr. Bertram: What was the use of ask-
ing for the opinion? 1 co-operated but
rou do not accept it. You wanted a two-
handed lawyer but I did not co-operate in
that respect.

Mr. O’NEIL: I would be less than human
if I did not seek an opinion that suits my
own point of view.

Mr. Nalder: If the member for Mt.
Hawthorn hands in a bill for $20 his
opinicn may be worth something,

Mr., O'NEIL: 1 oppose the Minister’s
amendment. I have invited himn to have
this matter thoroughly checked.

Mr, Taylor: 1 have agreed to do that.

Mr. O'NEIL: If he receives a legal as-
surance to confirm his view the amend-
ment could be proceeded with in another
place. I fear that by deleting the refer-
ence to “registered under the Industrial
Arbitration Act, 1912” he will find himself
referring to a body which does not exist
in law, It may be true that to retain the
provision as it stands may be to include the
Employers Federation and other groups of
employers which have, for different reasons,
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registered with the commission as indus-
trial unions. Also it may exclude others
which have not registered. However, 1
stil] believe that the idea, so far as the
Government is concerned, is to balance
industrial representation on the consumer
affairs council.

I hazard a guess that if we, on this side
of the House, had introduced a Bill clause
6 (2) (f) would not appear. In a matter
of consumer affairs one can find little
justification for having an industrial
union of workers represented.” However,
having accepted that it is the policy and
principle of the Government to have
unions represented on most boards and
councils the Government has at least gone
so far as to admit it will have an indus-
trialist, selected by employers, represented
as well. This will balance out the indus-
trial representation, although I c¢annot
see the need for either.

Mr. Taylor; The member for East Mel-
ville will oppose my amendment., What
g‘-’ﬁi he suggest should be included in the

il1?

Mr, O'NEIL: I suggest we should leave
it as it is. It would be safer. If the Minis-
ter can obtain an absolute assurance that,
by deleting these words, it will widen the
range from which he can select an em-
ployer's representative perhaps another
place could be persuaded to move the
amendment if it is satisfled it is the right
thing to do. If this is done, the Minister
will satisfy my query.

Although I had some prior knowledge
of the Minister’s amendment it was not
on the notice paper. I wonder whether the
Minister had ample time to have this in-
formation checked. In actual fact, I do
not think anyone would have raised the
query with him before the matter was
brought up in the Chamber.

Mr. May: We just had a legal opinion.

Mr. Bertram: The member for East
Melville asked for it, received it, and re-
jected it.

Mr, O'NEIL: The memher for Boulder-
Dundas is not in the Chamber.

Mr. Bertram: He would have another
view.

Mr. O'NEIL: I simply ask the Minister
to reconsider this and either allow his
amendment to be defeated or else to withs
draw it.

Mr. MENSAROS: Would the Minister be
kind enough to inform the Committee
which unions or associations are not regis-
tered of those that may represent up to
95 per cent. of employers? The Commit-
tee should be quite clear on this point. I
ask the Minister to advise which are reg-
istered at present and which are not.

Mr. TAYLOR: In answer to the member

for Floreat, there is an organisation known
as the Employers Federation which, as I
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understand it, represents 90 to 95 per cent.
of employers. There is a group of six
employer bodies which are, in fact, regis-
tered under the Industrial Arbitration Act,
1912, From memory, these are concerned
with the meat industry, the plastering in-
dustry, and the metal trades industry.

Mr, Jamieson: The Master Plumbers
Association, too.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, the master plumbers.
I thank the Minister for that interjection.

Mr. Mensaros: Are they members of
the Employers Federation?

Mr. TAYLOR: The point is well taken.
This is the crux of it. If the amendment
is accepted 1t could be a member of a
union registered under the Industrial
Arbitration Act, but it would not pre-
clude others.

I come back ta the objection raised by
the member for East Melville who used
the word “safer” when he sald it would
be safer to leave the wording of the Bill
as is. It would not be safer so far as the
Government Is concerned to leave it as
is, because to do so would mean that the
choice would have to be made out of
essentially 5 per cent. to 8 per cent. of
employer hodies.

The Government had sufficlent time to
have the amendment checked with fairly
authoritative sources and is satisfled that
the effect of the amendment will be to
allow a cholce to be made from any em-
ployer body within the State. It would
not preclude any.

The Government believes it is the safer
method to amend the legislation now and,
if necessary, have it amended agajn in
another place. It is far better to do this
than to leave included in the legislation
what is at this stage absolutely wrong.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 7 to 13 put and passed.
Clause 14: Functions of Council—

Mr. W. A, MANNING: If members will
lnook at clause 14(1) (¢) they will see that
amendment is certainly necessary. The
provisipn does not make sense as it
stands., For the benefit of the Commlittee
I shall read it to members. It says—

to make recommendations to the
Minister for the establishment and
maintenance of means by which
matiers—

I shall leave out the next few lines but
the sense to be picked up in the second
last line from the word “matters” is, "may
make representations” Matters cannot
make representations. QObviously the
clause needs some amendment,

Mr. O’Nell: Maybe it should have been
“maters.” .
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Mr. W. A. MANNING: To accomplish
this, I have placed an amendment on the
notice paper. I propose that the words
“may make recommmendations” should be
replaced by “may recelve adequate con-
sideration.” I do not think the amend-
ment needs a great deal of explanation on
my part, because it is so obvious. I move
an amendment—

Delete all words after the word
“may"” on page 6, line 36, down to and
including the word “public” on page
7. line 3, and substitute the following
wards: —

receive adequate consideration and
whereby information concerning
such matters and considerations
may be disseminated at large.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am quite happy to
accept the amendment that hes been
moved. I wish to thank the member for
Narrogin for reading the fine print so
carefully as to find a drafting error.
Certainly I appreclate his drawing the
atiention of the Committee to this and I
have no objection to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. W. A, MANNING: I feel there is a
necessity for different wording in sub-
clause 2. Members will agree it would
hardly be a function of the council to
affiliate with any organisation, whether in
the Commonwealth or outside it. The
council may be able to co-operate or can-
sult, but I feel it is taking things too far
to allow the council to affillate with any

organisation. Therefore, I move an
amendment—
Page 7, lines 6 to 13-—-Delete all

words commencing with the word
“whether"” down to and including the
word ‘'protection”, and substitute the
following words:—

which has the power to make in-
vestigations of the nature referred
to in subsection (1) of this sec-
tion.

I realise there is another amendment on
the notice paper concerning this para-
graph and no doubt consideration will be
given to that also, However, I would like
the Minister's comments on the amend-
ment I have moved.

Mr. O'NEIL: I am sorry to step in ahead
of the Minister, but it is an opportunity
for me to indicate the amendment stand-
ing in my name on the notice paper. This
subclause has occasioned concern to the
Country Party and to the Liberal Party.
I want to make the point that the Minis-
ter should consider elther one of these two
amendments. I am inclined to the belief
that the amendment proposed by the
member for Narrogin does not go quite
far enough.

Mr. Taylor: Will you oppose 1£?
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Mr. O'NEIL: Probably we can com-
promise when we know the attitude of the
Minister. We would like to hear the
Minister’s point of view in respect of both
amendments. If the amendment proposed
by the member for Narrogin is accepted it
would confine the power of the council to
co-operating and consulting with similar
organisations. The power to afiiliate
should be confined to organisations within
the Commonwealth of Australia.

My amendment proposes to add a com-
pletely new subclause qualifying the power
to affiliate. The counci! would have the
power to affiliate with statutory bodies set
up within the Commonwealth of Australia
or reputable bodies outside the Common-
wealth. We propose that Parliament has
the right to examine any suggested
affiliation and to disallow the affiliation if
Parliament does not think the organisa-
tions are reputable.

The Minister has a double-barrelled issue
here. Perhaps the member for Narrogin
could be pursuaded t¢ forge his amend-
ment if the Minister indicated he is pre-
pared to accept mine,

Myr. TAYLOR: This gives me a nice
alternative. In fact, neither amendment
is‘ acceptable.

Mr. O’'Neil: You disappoint us.

Mr. TAYLOR: The points made have
relevance but only to a certain degree. The
amendment moved by the member for
Narrogin in fact appears in a clause in
the New South Wales consumer protection
legislation. If members look at the word-
ing of the Bill they will sce it limits con-
tact to bodies which have as their object
the carrying out of similar functions. Any-
body interested in consumer affairs surely
must be interested in other areas beyond
the limit of their own couneil. A council
is being set up for a particular job; it is
being set up to advise the Minister in cer-
tain specific areas. I believe the council
should be aware of matters outside the
confines of its own functions. To limit it
to cantact with bodies working in the same
narrow areas could well preclude it from
getting necessary information.

‘The consumer council in Queensland is
affiliated with several international bodies.
The chairman of the council is currently
at a conference in India.
affiliated with a number of Asian organisa-
tions, and with a world hody whose head-
quarters are in Holland. This world body
met in Austria and Sweden last year. The
Minister from New South Wales atiended
those conferences so obviously the need
was felt for some extra contact.

The amendment put forward by the
member for East Melville does not help
the situation at all. In paragraph (a)
appears the word “reputable.” The council
would be able to affiliate with anyone
within the Commonwealth, but outside the
Commonwealth it would only be able to

This council is.
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afiliate with repuiable International
bod;es. Wha would declde what inter-
national bhody is reputable? Looking at
the Federal scene at the moment, which
of the two Chinas would@ the Prime Minis-
ter define as reputable? This situation
could easily change tomorrow now that the
President of the United States has made
a statement.

Mr. O'Neil: You are not suggesting the
council is geolng to affiliate with Teiwan?

Mr. TAYLOR: The word ‘“‘reputable,” is
the key word here. The council eah affili-
ate with a reputabhle body only. It must
be borne in mind that the amendment
propesed by the member for East Melville
would allow the council to co-operate and
conslull1t with bodies outside the Common-
wealth. )

Mr. O'Neil: T was going to make that
point. I thought you had missed it.

Mr. TAYLOR: This word “affiliate” could
be deleted and problems still arise by the
couneil co-operating and consulting with
cther bodles.

1 think the amendment maoved by the
member for Narrogin is too restrictive, and
the proposed amendment of the member
for East Melville would accomplish no-
thing. In fact, if I could deal with them
both together, I feel they indicate a lack
of confidence in the council as a body.
The legislation allows the council very
wide scope to consult with people and to
co-operate with them for the purpose of
assisting consumers. A quallfication such
as this would show a complete lack of
confidence in the council. The council
cannot parade itself to the world; its fune-
tion is only to advise the Minister. It is
under the control of the head of a depart-
ment who is In turn responsible to the
Minister. There is no reason to suggest
that the council is likely to go outside
the bounds of propriety as far as ifs
functions are concernead.

I would like to add two final points
which are perhaps not very important but
do add weight. The amendment propased
by the member for Narrogin is contained
in the New South Wales legislation. The
South Australian legislation allows the
consumer protection body much wider
power. In fact, our wording is very simi-
lar to theirs except that we delete the
word “collabarate.” Certainly that word
may not have been acceptable to the Com-
mittee. The second last clause of the
Queensland legislation reads as follows:—

For the purpose of performing its
functions {he couneci! may co-operate
or affiliate with any person or any
other arganisation.

Surely our legislation Is more restrictive
than that. I believe we can have trust in
the members of the council and I would’
like to leave the clause as it is.
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. Mr. O'NEIL: The Minister has done his
best to defeat his own argument when he
indicates the Queensland legislation con-
tains a provision—

Mr. Taylor: New South Wales.

Mr. O'NEIL: -—similar to the amendment
proposed by the member for Narrogin. The
Minister admitted my amendment would
still allow the council to co-operate and
consuli with any organisation, body, or
person. We simply desire to qualify the
word “affiliate.” This matter cocncerns me.

I raised a query as to Government rep-
resentation on the couneil. 1 was pre-
pared to concede that by placing the
council and the bureau under the charge
of the Minister via the Secretary for
Labour, the llaison and contact between
departments is enforced. I wonder whether
the councils in South Australla and
Queensland have a Government member
en them. If there is no Government rep-
resentation on the council It is a com-
pletely lay council without the benefit of
advice from a Government representative.
The council would be able to affillate with
any organisation remotely concerned with
consumer affairs—even if it Is the lager
lovers’ league of Western Australia.

Mr, TAYLOR: I would like to inform
the member for East Melville that the
Queensland council has no Government
representation on it. Ironically enough, to
turn the honourable member's argument,
it is the New Scuth Wales legislation which
limits representation. However in New
South Wales the TUnder-Secretary for
Labour is the chairman. The Queensland
couneil is completely free except for the
ties through the department and the Minis-
ter. This counecil has unlimited scope and
I believe a Parliament should place this
confidence in a council such as this.

Mr. W. A, MANNING: I am sorry the
Minister in his wisdom has rejected my
amendment. The only thing wrong is that
his wisdom does not agree with my wisdom.
I wish I could return to the worad “affiliate,”
but you, Mr, Chairman, will watch the
situation and stop my regression.

With regard to the amendment I moved,
I think this word. destroys the clause. I
have taken the trouble to look up the
dictionary and '“affiliate” means ''to adopt
persons as members, societies as branch-
es.” It is quite a different thing to co-
operate or consult. If the word “affilinte”
were deleted I would be much happier. I
see no reason for the council to affiliate
with other bodies. However, I cannot delete
the word at this stage of the proceedings
so I must accept the decision of the Minis-
ter. I think it would have been a very wise
decision on his part t¢ have accepted the
amendment.

I emphasise the point that the mailn
objection is to the council’s afiliating with
bodies all over the world. I think it is quite
unnecessary to use this word.
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Mr. TAYLOR: I ask members to con-
sider again the word “affiliate.” I have
already made the point that at least two
other States to my knowledge—and I am
not precluding others-——are already affili-
ated with some world-wide bodies. The
Minister in one State has attended a con-
ference, and the chairman and commission-
er in another State are actually attending
a conference at the moment. The bodies
in those States must be affiliated in order
to do this. How much consideration can
we recelve from a body if we are not a
member of that body? How much con-
sideration would we receive from the
United Nations if we were not a member?

I think it is & common-sense approach
that if one belongs to an organisation one
shares in the material that may be avail-
able. That is the purpose of this provision;
to learn about consumer affairs and to con-
vey that knowledge to the public at large.
The one sure way to do this is to affiliate.
After all, surely the council will be & res-
ponsible body, and it will be able to share
in the accumulated knowledge of other
organisations.

Mr. MENSAROS: I do not disagree with
the remarks of the Minister, We under-
stand perfectly that if there is a necessity
he wishes the council to affiliate with
overseas organisations from which it can
profit. T would like to refer to the difficulsy
which the Minister seems to imagine; and
I also refer to his interiection yesterday,
whieh I have only just noticed in Hensard.
I would most definitely not say that he is
not reputable. In fact, I have the greatest
respect for him even though I may differ
from him in ecertain political views. How-
ever, the difficulty in relation to the word
“reputable” is that—as the Minister said—
an organisation could be thought to be
reputable one day, but thought not to be
reputable another day. The view of this
Parliament, however, expresses this change,
and it could best say whether or not the
council is right according to the views of
the day.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. O'NEIL: I move an amendment—

Page T—Add aiter subclause (2) in
lines 4 to 13, the following new sub-
clause to stand as subclause (3):—

(3} (a) Notwithstanding the pro-
visions of subsection (2)
of this section within the
Commonwealth the
Council may affiliate only
with bodies which have
the power to make in-
vestigations of the na-
ture referred to in sub-
section (1) of this section
and outside the Common-
wealth may affiliate only
with reputable interna-
tional bodies.
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(b) An affiliation is not ef-
fective until a notice of
affiliation under the hand
of the Commissioner is
published in the Govern-
ment Gazelle.

(c) Section thirty-six of the
Interpretation Act 1918
applies to any notice of
affiliation as though the
notice were a regula-
tion.

I will not discuss this amendment because
it relates to the matter we have previously
discussed. There is no need for me to
explain it further.

Mr. TAYLOR: I wish to repeat the
points I have already made. The word
“reputable” is too difficult to assess in this
regard, It has no conseguence in any
case, because the council can still co-
operate and consult. There is a precedent
in two other States—the two latest to
present their legislation--which allows
those States to place some trust in their
councils. The final point—and in the final
analysis it is the only worth-while point—
is that we are setting up a council, and
Parliament should have confidence in it
and allow it to make its own judgments.
I oppose the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 15 and 16 put and passed.
Clause 17: Punctions of the Bureau—

Mr. O'NEIL: I would like to hear the
views of the Minister on a matter which
has been brought to my notice, This clause
enumerates the functions of the bureau,
and subclause (1) (¢} gives the commis-
sioner a fair amount of latitude in deter-
mining just what complaints he will in-
vestigate, and whether or not he will take
action, including legal action, on behalf
of a consumer. It has been suggested to
me that this provision vests a considerable
amount of power and discretion in the
commissioner. Perhaps the body which
should be vested with the power to deter-
mine whether or not the commissioner
should proceed to take action is the council
itseif.

I think the Minister mentioned that in
New South Wales some 11,000 complaints
were received in the first year. Under those
circumstances the council will meet every
second day to determine which complaints
the commissioner should proceed with; so
perhaps I have answered my own query.
However, I would iike the Minister to give
consideration to this very wide power which
is vested in the commissioner.

Mr. TAYLOR.: I think if members reflect
upon the situation they will appreciate
that this provision is as it should be. The
Council will be set up only to advise the
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Minister so that he may advise the Govern-
ment. The commissioner, through the
bureau, will be in fact a Government de-
partment, and he will function beneath a
departmental head-—the Secretary for
Labour—and through him, the Minister.
The clause certainly does appear to grant
considerable powers to the commissioner.
However, I think members should peruse
clause 18 (2) () which states that the
commissioner shall not institute or defend
any proceedings without first obtaining the
written consent of the Minister. The
council will be merely an advisory body,
and the commissioner will be working
within the Government system as such.
He will be required to take matters higher
before he can institute proceedings. It is
not the function of the council to meet,
say, every week or every month to sift
complaints.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 18: Power of Commissioner to
institute or defend legal proceedings on
behalf of consumers—

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I have an amend-
ment on the notice paper to delete certain
words in subclause (2) (a). However, be-
fore dealing with that I would like to draw
the attention of the Minister to a matter
which the Committee might wish to have
clarified. Although the commissioner has
the power to enter into. or to defend,
litigation on behalf of the consumer, it ap-
pears to me that he cannot withdraw from
litigation.

Mr. Taylor: To which subclanse are you
referring?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I am referring now
to subclause (3), paragraphs (a) and (b)
wherein the commissioner is vested with
the same rights and control over the pro-
ceedings as the consumer would have had
he entered into proceedings on his own
behalf. It seems to me that the word
“proceedings' does not cover the right of
withdrawal of the litigation. Perhaps the
Minister may comment on that aspect.

With regard to the words I propose be
deleted from subclause (2) {(a), it seems
to me that if the commissioner agrees that
a consuimer has a case and, after having
obtained the written consent of the Minis-
ter, becomes embroiled in the case, the
cansumer has no power to withdraw from
his complaint unless he receives the written
consent of the commissioner. At first
glance I was inclined to think that he
should receive the written consent of the
Minister, because I think the Minister
should have the final say. Then I won-
dered whether or not this provision should
be included at all. I would like the Minis-
ter to say whether those words are included
as a result of the question of costs. I can
understand the situation where the com-
missioner gets to a certain stage with the
proceedings and then, having incurred a
considerable amount of costs, wishes to
withdraw from the litigation. But if it
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is a question of costs it would seem to me
that this provision goes too far simply to
cover that aspect. Perhaps the consumer
should be given the right to withdraw, pro-
vided he is liable for the costs which have
been incurred up to that point. Therefore,
I move an amendment—

Page 10, line 5—Delete the words
“which once given {is irrevocable
except with the consent of the Com-
missioner”,

Mr. TAYLOR: In regard to the query
raised by the member for Wembley con-
cerning subclause (3), paragraphs (a) and
(b), I would say that most certainly the
cognmissioner can withdraw from an
action,

The proceedings extend from the time
of the presentation of the writ to the final
judgment. Because of this and the fact
that the commissioner has control of the
proceedings we can be assyred that they
will be conducted in such a manner as the
commissioner thinks fit. This gives him
full scope either t{o institute or to with-
draw from an action, with the consent of
the Minister.

I am opposed to the amendment. The
words which it seeks to delete have been
included for the public good, and have
nothing to do with costs. There is pre-
cedent for this type of provision. What
the commissioner will be concerned about
is that after having gone through all the
formalities of obtaining redress of a wrong,
action may be Instituted with the written
consent of the Minister.

I use the example of pyramid selling, as
mentioned by the member for Wembley.
At this point of tlme it could eventuate
that action i1s being taken on behsalf of a
person, but it should be borne in mind
that very many other people could be in-
volved in the same type of situation. Let us
assume there is a move at the last minute
to pay up, in order to cover the situation.
The person concerned Is given the oppor-
tunity to recelve the money, rather than
to have a court direct payment. That
person might want to pull out. Whilst
the question of expense is involved, the
important aspect 1s that it is not intended
that g case should reach this stage unless
it affected the public Interest. If it was
an isolated instance there might be need
to question the continuance of the pre-
ceedings.

I have been reminded that this sort of
thing happens with Insurance companies
involving the insurance of motor vehicles.
A car could be damaged to the extent
where it has to he written off, and the
insurance company pays the person who
has insured the vehicle. The right of that
person is then subrogated, and actlon can
be taken in his name by the Insurance
company. ‘This often happens In the case
of vehieles Insured with the Motor Vehicle
Insurance Trust. Once a person makes
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& claim on the trust and the trust pays up,
it has the right to sue the other party
involved in the accident. The insured per-
son has subrogated his right, and it is left
to the trust to decide whether or not to
proceed.

Whilst 1t appears that this provislon
could be abused, I would peint out that
before the commissioner can take action
he must obtain the written consent of
the Minister who may impose such condi-
tions as he thinks fit.

Paragraph (a) of subclause (2) states
that a persen having given his consent
cannot withdraw from an action without
the consent of the commissioner. It does
not state that the commissioner has no
right to give that consent. ‘There is pre-
cedent for this provislon 1n other areas,
and the whole spirlt of the legislation in-
tends that action may be taken in the
public interest. I would polnt ocut that
the wording of this provision is taken ver-
batim from the Act of another State.

Mr. R. L, YOUNG: I thank the Minister
for his assurance on the right of the
commissioner to consent to the withdrawal
from proceedings. I would like the Minis-
ter to tell us why the consent of the
Minister under subclause (2) (b) has to be
obtained.

I am glad to know that this clause has
nothing to do with costs. I can visualise
an instance where some person is one of
several parties to an action, and it may
be in the publle Interest to proceed with
the case, but I cannot accept the analogy
of the Minister regarding the subrogation
of rights in the case of insurance. A per-
son who is Insured has the opportunity
under the insurance contract heiween him-
self and the company to take action. The
Insurance company is either liable ta pay
him under the contract; or has already
paid him before he subrogated hils right.

Mr, Taylor: The insurance company does
not pay until the person has made & claim.
Once he has made a claim he cannot pull
out.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: That s so, but there
is the contract existing between the In-
sured and the Insurance company. In the
case mentloned by the Minister we have
the consumer going to an Independent body
and asking it to take actlon on his behalf.
There Is no contractual situation between
these two parties and there is n¢ subro-
gation of rights.

A situation might arise where a person
is placed in a position of not wanting a
case to be proceeded with because it
might be damaging to him |n the long
run, Only & very wise man can see all
the problems which might arise, and
obviously the Minister will be faced with
some arising from subclause (2)(h). I can
understand the situation where an indi-
vidual might want to withdraw from a
case for publicity reasons.
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Before I resume my seat I would ask
the Minister tc comment on subclause
(2)(a) as to whether the commissioner
should be empowered to give consent.

Mr. O'NEIL: We still wish to proceed
with the amendment, Subeclause (2) states
that the commissioner shall not institute
or defend any proceedings without com-
plying with two conditions. The first is to
obtain the written consent of the con-
sumer; and the second is fo obtain the
written consent of the Minister., The
consent given by the consumer is to bhe
irrevocable unless the commissioner de-
cides to accept his reason for withdrawing
from an action. The Minister might im-
pose certain conditions on giving his writ-
ten consent to the commissioner to insti-
tute proceedings.

Two things have fo take place: in one
case the commissioner makes part of the
determination, and in the other the Minis-
ter makes part of the determination.

What happens if the Minister authorises
the commissioner to institute proceedings
and then stipulates—because he can lay
down any conditions—that under no cir-
cumstances can the commissioner give the
censumer the right to withdraw? 1 be-
lieve the situation would be much tidier if
the ultimate decision in both cases rested
with the Minister. If the Minister is not
prepared to accept this amendment, I
wonder whether he would consider amend-
ing subclause (2){a) to read—

Obtaining the written consent of the
consumer which once given is ir-
revocable except with the consent of
the Minister,

Mr. TAYLOR: I do appreciate the points
raised, but I am sure I can explain the
present wording. The action is taken by
the commissioner on behalf of someone so
tnat as far as the court action itself is
concerned it is an action by the commis-
sioner on behalf of Bill Smith. He then
cannot withdraw that action from the
court even if he dces handstands in all
directions,

Mr. O’Neil: If he employed the member
for Mt. Hawthorn to represent him he
could,

Mr. TAYLOR: The procedure as laid
down is that the commissioner takes the
action in his name on behalf of Bill Smith
so that as far as the court is concerned
Bill 8mith cannot do anything, and he
certainly cannot revoke it without the con-
sent of the commissioner because it is
the commissioner who is taking the action.
However the actions of the commissioner
—and this is where we differ a liitle in
our interpretation—are taken under the
direction of the Minister.

The member for East Melville has been
a Minister, in fact the Minister of the
department which is administering this
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legislation, and I think he is reading
:gmething into the provision which is not
ere.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I do not guite fal-
low the reasoning of the Minister.

Mr, Taylor: I did my best.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I think the Minister
did it very well, too, but I do not see the
logie in what he said. The commissioner
is briefed by the consumer.

Mr, Taylor; He gives him writien con-
sent,

Mr. BR. L. YOUNG: Yes, but that does
not mean the consumer cannot subse-
gquently withdraw. He can ask the Minis-
ter to r'equest the commissioner to with-
draw the action, In other words the
Minister overrides the commissioner.

Mr. TAYLOR; I was a little confused
with the argument.

Mr. R. L. Young:
society,

Mr. TAYLOR: As with most legisla-
tion of this type, the purpose is to cater
for the extreme case and not the run-
of-the-mill situation. A person has made
2 complaint and after long processes he
gives permission for action and that action
is taken cn his behalf, We must realise
that all inquiries would have been made
pbefore the action was instituted. Bvery
doubt would be explored. Consequently,
the action cannot be withdrawn unless
permission is given by the commissioner,
If the commissioner considers that the
reason the person wants to withdraw is
not in the interests of the community, the
action will not be withdrawn. I can give
an assurance only up to that point.

I repeat that many interviews would
ceeur before court action was instituted,
but it could still be withdrawn if the com-
missioner consents. This provision is
necessary and I can give the assurance
that in its administration it would give the
benefit when reguired.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 19: Power of Commissioner to
investigate, inguire and obtain informa-
tion—

Mr. MENSAROS: The amendment in
my name on the notice paper serves two
purposes. The first is that before enters
ing premises the commissioner or his em-
rloyees must give notice tog the occcupier
whose premises they intend to enter; and
the second is that the commissioner must
have a warrant to do so.

Two reasons exist for this amendment;
perhaps one is incorporated in the Bill in
clause 19(1) {(¢). Surely the requirement
fo produce documents is a much smaller
matter than entering premises; yet when
the reguirement for production of docu-
ments comes into a question, notice in

Mutual confusion
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writing might be given. Therefore there
is a forewarning. However, in connection
with entering premises, no warning what-
ever is given, The commissioner or his
employees can, without any notice, enter:
and, furthermore, they can enter without
any warrant.

As 1 sald in my second reading speech,
we know a number of Statutes allow this,
but I do not like these provisions in any of
them. However, there is some difference
betw_egn the provision in this Statute and
provisions in other Statutes, because if an
inspector from, say, the Potato Marketing
Board wants to inspect premises, he might
want to inspect spmething which could be
a}tered if a notice of prewarning were
given,

Mr. Taylor: Does this not apply in this
case too?

Mr. MENSAROS: I do not think so, how-
ever, this point is of the least interest. 1
want to record that we are not in a police
State. and even if such provisien has been
included previously, no necessity exists for
its inclusion now in the new legislation so
that someone can enter premises without
a warrant. The police cannot do it and I
see no reason for anyone else fo do so.
This is a principle which is approved by
the party I represent, and members oppo-
site would find it very hard to object
to it. It applies only in States and nations
where the law is not observed as we desire
it te be observed. I believe the amend-
ment is not something which is contrary to
tke intentions of the Bill

I move an amendment—
Page 12, lines 19 to 27—Delete all
words after the word “shall” down to
and including the word “person'.

Mr. TAYLOR: I expected that this
clause would cause considerable debate
and I am a little surprised that the case
put forward was not as strong as it might
have been. While discussing this matter
with a member from the opposite side of
the House it was suggested to me that if
the Opposition was putting forward this
legislation this clause woeuld have heen
included, and I, in opposition, would have
opposed it. That is possible. However,
the fact that the situation is reversed does
not alter anything at all.

Clause 19 deals with the right to enter
premises and we all have some differences
on this matter. Governments do not like
putting this type of provision in legislation
and invariably the Opposition pratests.
However, I can only say that this right of
entry is already contained in much of our
legisiation. I am informed that something
like 40 Acts incorporate this sort of pro-
vision. Within my own department the
Bread Act contains such a provision, as
do many other Acts. Certainly, some of
the Acts qualify the provision and provide
right of eniry within certain hours. How-
ever, the majortty give the right of entry
at any hour.
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In one sense I can accept the argument
put forward-but at the same time it is
not strong enough to make me wish to
delete the provision, In all the cases
where legislation gives the right of entry
to my knowledge it has never been abused.

The words which the honourable mem-
ber proposes to insert in lieu of those
which the amendment seeks to delete pro-
vide, firstly, that the commissioner, or a
person authorised by the commissioner,
shall obtain a warrant from & magistrate
or a justice of the peace., Secondly, it is
proposed ta give the occupier of the
premises neot less than 24 hours’ notice.
I do not think that provision warrants any
consideration at all, We are talking about
an extreme situation. The 24 hours’ notice
provision does not apply in other legisla-
tion. I believe the clause should remain
as it is.

Mr. MENSAROS: If it is considered that
2 warrant would have no value whatso-
ever we could say that none of our legisla-
tion has any value. The police are re-
quired to have a warrant to enter premises
and surely if we are to ohserve legalities
and ruies we must have this provision.
The Minister's argument is reversed when
he says the provision appears in so0 many
Acts but Is not abused. Neither can it
be established that the request for a war-
rant would be abused. A magistrate or a
justice would give consideration to the
matter before issuing a warrant. If the
Minister suggests otherwise he has no
faith in justices, and no faith in the whole
system.

The other argument regarding the 40-
odd Acts which already contain the pro-
vision does not prove anything. The
Minister said this was a provision he did
not like te use and, therefore, expressed
the view that he thinks it is wrong. I
hope the Minister will reconsider my
amendment.

Mr. O'NEIL: I want to support the con-
tention of the member for Floreat. The
Minister mentioned that anyone could ob-
tain a warrant to enter premises.

Mr. Taylor: I said a commissioner.

Mr. O'NEIL: Of course, it need not be
the commissioner; it could be an officer
appointed by the commissioner. The pro-
posed amendment states that the warrant
will be issued by a magistrate or a justice,
and that person has to be satisfied
that the entry is sought in good faith for
the purpase of carrying out an investiga-
tion or ingquiry under the Act. To repeat
something wrong twice does not make it
right.

Magistrates and justices are responsible
people, I am prepared to concede the
point that 24 hours’ notice certainly gives
a person the opportunity to dispose of
documents which are the subject of the
warrant. I agree with the member for
Floreat, and I am certain the Minister
also agrees, that the fact that the right
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of entry without a warrant is in other
legislation does not make it & good provi-
sion., I would like the Minister to con-
sider agreeing that the commissioner
should obtain a warrant if we concede the
provision requiring 24 hours’ notice.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am a little surprised that
my words were taken in the way that
they were. Perhaps I should qualify what
I said. I made the point that in many
other Acts—certainly in some of those that
come under the Department of Labour—
there is the right of entry on the produe-
tion of authority through the Minister. To
my knowledge no Act contains a require-
ment that an approach should be made to
a magistrate or a justice.

‘The point made was that if a commis-
sioner went to a justice fer a warrant he
would obviously have to glve a reason. I
cannot imagine any justice, no matiter how
conscientious he was, not accepting in good
faith the comments cf the commissioner
or his officer when requesting a warrant.
I am not against this amendment because
I think a justice would not be as careful
in this connection; I am making the point
that the provision is not required because
nothing would be gained from it. The
provision is not in any other Act and it
is certainly not required.

There will be authority from the Minis-
ter downwards, and that authority, signed
by the Minister, must be produced. It must
be shown before eniry is made.

This would appear to me to be sufficient.
It has been sufficlent in other legislation
and it will be appropriaste in this legisla-
tion. I oppose the amendment.

Mr, MENSAROS: Very briefly 1 shaill
mention cne more reason to which I re-
ferred during the second reading. The
Minister quite rightly sald he would come
back to it at the Committee stage. It re-
lates to the 24 hours’ notice. I do not
want to say any more about the warrant.
The Minister and I almost agree to dis-
agree, because I feel it is extremely im-
portant.

So far as the 24 hours' notice is con-
cerned, I mentioned this matter yesterday
because serious consequences could follow
an Investigation of a firm, because the
firm’s whole reputation, goodwill and name
could be in question.

For this reason the firm should have not
only the right but be in the physical posi-
tion to engage counsel if the commissioner
or one of his employees enters premises
to make an investigalion. My main reason
for moving the amendment is to give the
occupier who is to be Investigated not only
the right but also the opportunity to en-
gage legal counsel because the effect of
the Investigation could be detrimental to
him. This eould happen through a news-
paper article carrying a heading, “XYZ
Ptiy. Lid. has been Investigated by the Com-
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missioner.” The article could state that
hi.sti premises were entered without any
notice.

Mr. Taylor: The member for Floreat is
referring to part 2 of the amendment?

Mr. MENSAROS: I am referring to a
period of 24 hours’ notice. I stressed this
point during the second reading. I have
stated the main reason for requesting the
Committee to agree to this, apart from
the warrant which, as I have said, 1s vitally
i.timivortant in my point of view as a prin-
ciple.

Mr. TAYLOR: I oppose this amendment,
too, as I mentioned previously and for the
reasons I stated at the time.

I cannot for the life of me imagine how,
in the light of what is proposed in this
legislation, one could give an occupier 24
hours’ notice of intention to take action.
After all, we are demsling with a person
who will be Involved in a great deal of
correspondence and many interviews. What
would be the position under other Acts,
such as the Health Act, the Fisheries Act,
the Bread Act, the Factories and Shops
Act, and certain agricultural Acts if. In
each case, an inspector had to give 24
hours’ notice of his intention to enter pre-
mises? It would not work.

I appreciate the point the member for
Floreat has made in that it would give the
occupier the opportunity to obtain legal
counsel beforehand, but the whole purpose
of wanting to enter premises would be
defeated. I cannot see the amendment
serves any purpose at all in the carriage
of justice. I oppose it.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes-—21
Mr. Blalkie Mr. Nalder
Sir David Brand Mr, O'Nell
Mr. Court Mr. Reld
Dr. Dadour Mr. Ridge
Mr. Gayfer Mt. Runciman
Mr. Grayden Mr. Stephens
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. Williams
Mr. Lewls Mr. B. L. Young
Mr. W. A. Manning Mr. W. G. Young
Mr. McFPharilin Mr. I. W. Manning
Mr. Mensaros {Teller)
Noes—22
Mr, Bertram Mr. Jones
Mr. Brady Mr. Lapham
Mr. Brown Mr. May
Mr. Bryce Mr. Mclver
Mr. Cook Mr. Moiler
Mr. Davies Mr. Norton
Mr. H. D, Evans Mr. Sewell
Mr. T. D. Evans Mr. Taylor
Mr. Fletcher Mr. A. R. Tonkin
Mr. Graham Mr, J. T. Tonkin
Mr. Jamieson Mr. Harman
{Telier)
Palrs

Ayes Roes
Mr. Thompson Mr. Burke
Mr. Rushton Mr. Hartrey
Mr. O'Connor Mr. Blickerton

Amendment thus negatived,
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 20 to 27 put and passed.
Title put and passed.
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Report
Bill reported, with amendments, and the
report adopted.

BILLS (8): RETURNED

1. Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Act
Amendment Bill.

2. Legall Practitioners Act Amendment
Bill.

3. Commonwealth Places (Administra-
tion of Laws) Act Amendment Bill.

4, Dried Fruits Act Amendment Bill.
5. Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill.

6. Administration Act Amendment Bill
(No. 2).

1. Evidence Act Amendment Bill

8. Traffic Act Amendment Bill (No, 2).
Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

PRISONS ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on
motion by Mr. Taylor {(Minister for
Labour), read a first time.

Second Reading

MR. TAYLOR ({(Cockburn—Minister for
Labour) (944 pm.]): 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The purpose of this Bill is to amend the
Prisons Act, 1903-1969, to allow for the
change of the title of Comptroller-General
of Prisons to Director of the Department of
Corrections.

In recent years, a number of reforms
have been inaugurated in the field of cor-
rections in Western Australia, such as work
release, temporary leave, and the establish-
ment of a remand and assessment unit.
‘The aim has bheen to amalgamate several
areas in the formation of an adult correc-
tions department. Another move has been
the transfer of the Forensic Division of the
zaegtal Health Services to prisons adminis-

ration.

Recently, it was agreed that in keeping
with other States in Australia and many
other countries in the world the name of
the Prisons Department in this State
should be changed to the Department of
Corrections, and this has been done,

To bring the Prisons Act intc line with
these changes, the nomenclature of the
office of Comptroller-General of Prisons
mentioned in the Prisons Act is to be
changed to that of Director of the Depart-
ment of Corrections. Such a step will be
in keeping with the successful prisons re-
%‘onlx_ls already established in Western Aus-
ralia,

I commend this Bill] to the House.
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MR. O'NEIL {(East Melvlile) [9.45 p.m.]:
We are taking the unusual step of not
asking for an adjournment. I have read
quickly through the Bill and there is
nothing in it other than the changing of
the title Comptroller-General of Prisons to
Director of the Department of Correctlons.
I trust all the other Bills which come be-
fore this Chamber will be just as difficult
as this one, I support the Bill

MR. TAYLOR (Cockburn—Minister for
Labour) [9.46 p.m.]: I express my apprecl-
ation to the member for East Melville and
thank him for accepting the Bill 5o readily.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a thitd time, on motion by Mr.
Taylor (Minister for Labour), and passed.

MOTOR VEHICLE (THIRD PARTY
INSURANCE) ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on
motion by Mr. Taylor (Minister for
Labour), read a first time.

Second Reading

MR. TAYLOR {(Cockburn—Minister for
Labour) [9.50 pm.}: I move—

That the Bill be now reasd a second
time.

This Bill comprises six clauses and is to
bring up to date the penalties prescribed
in various sections of the Act and, more
appropriately, to present-day values. The
changes have been based on the wvariation
in the average earnings as supplied by the
Bureau of Census and Statistics indicat-
ing that between 1959-1960 and 1970-1971
wages doubled.

The Bill provides for amendments to
sections 4, 10, 28, and 33 to double the
maximum penalties prescribed.

There is also provision for an amend-
ment to subsection (1) of section 3 to
correct a reference to the Workers' Com-
pensation Aect, 1912-1941, When this sec-
tion was originally enacted it was correct
in its reference to section 10 of the
Workers' Compensation Act. However, in
a subsequent reprint of the Workers' Com-
pensation Act, section 10 hecame section
13 and this Bill is designed toc make the
corresponding adjustment.

I commend the Bill fo the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Rushton.
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STATE SHIPS: DARWIN SERVICE
Delegation to Prime Minister: Motion

MR. BLAIKIE (Vasse) [9.52pm.]: I
move—

That in the opinion of this House
a delegation of three Members of the
Legislative Assembly and comprising
representatives of the Government,
Liberal Party and Country Party
should visit Canberra as & matter of
urgency and state a case to the Prime
Minister for Commonwealth financial
assistance to enable the State Shipping
Service to continue to operate to Dar-
win in view of the importance of the
service to the Northern Territory and
the importance of the trade to some
basic Western Australian industries
such as agricultural products, timber
and other building materials.

This is an eleventh hour appeal to reprieve
the service. I am very appreciative of the
fact that the Premier has agreed to request
a meeting with the Prime Minister togeth-
er with Sir David Brand, as Leader of the
Liberal Party, and Mr. Crawford Nalder, as
Leader of the Country Party. This dele-
gation will appeal to the Prirne Minister
for assistanece to continue the service—a
service s¢ vital to the State..

For 50 years there has been a State Ship-
ping Service to Darwin—at this stage al-
most a weekly service. Western Australian
exporters have developed a markebl worth
approximately $10,000,000 in the Darwin
area. The value of this market has been
increasing oy about 10 per cent. a year, and
the export trade of Western Australian
goods to Darwin represcnts approximately
20 per cent, of the total Australian imports.
One: must give credit to the Western Aus-
tralian exporters for the inroads they have
made into the Darwin market in the face
of strong competition from the Eastern
States. When we speak of trade missions
to various places we should remember we
have a market in Darwin to the order of
$10,000,000. This is & real and existing

market, and it is entirely dependent upon’

the State Shipping Service. Western Aust-

ralia is at present shipping some 30,000

tons to Darwin. By 1975 this is expected to

Li)se to 50,000 tons and in 1985 to 95,000
ns.

Three local exporters have established
warehousing facilities in the Darwin area,
Their current investment is in excess of
$2,000,000. This investment was hecessary
for the warehousing of products and in-
cludes such items as wire fencing materi-
als, timber products, beer, frozen food, and
50 on.

. I would now like to talk about the timber
industry as this vitally affects my elector-
ate. In the year 1965-66, 899,714 super feet
of timber was exported to Darwin. This
figure rose progressively until in the year
1969-70 timber in excess of 2,000,000 super

[ASSEMBLY.]

feet was exported, This represents an in-
crease of over 100 per cent. during that
five-year period. I do not feel I need dwell
on the point to emphasise what would hap-
pen in the State’s major timber-producing
aress if we lost this market—a market
currently taking around 2,000,000 super
feet a year. The industry is already facing
a shrinking market and we cannot afford
to lose the Darwin trade. It has been esti-
mated that if the market is lost some 60
men will face almost automatic reirench-
ment, and of course other ramifications will
follow—a loss of revenue to the W.A.GR.
and to the Forests Department. Timber
plays a vital role in my electorate and in-
volves approximately $1,750,000 a year in
wages.

Turning to the food lines exported to
Parwin, frozen foods and refrigerated cargo
total some 2,500 ftons—a monetary return
of more than $1,000,000. It may interest
members to know that we sell beef, veal,
mutton, and lamb to Darwin. We are the
only Australian State exporting lamb to
Darwin. According to the statistical report
for 1970-71. Western Australia exported
some 250,000 ib. of lamb to the Darwin
market. Darwin also purchased large
quantities of other meat—pig meat and
bacon. Again my electorate would be
vitally affected if this market were lost.

It costs an average of 4.38c a pound to
land these refrigerated goods in Darwin by
ship. The only other aliernative method is
by road and rail through Alice Springs
which would cost in the vicinity of 7.25¢ a
pound. Again this would mean a total loss
of the Darwin market.

To summarise these points briefly, we
cannot afford to lose a market of some
2,000 super feet of timber. This will
ageravate the present precarious timber
situation, and we cannot afford that. The
most devastating point in regard to this
timber market is that if Western Aus-
tralia loses these 2,000,000 super feet a
vear, the market will be supplied from
South-East Asia. Members should make
no mistake about that.

It is vital to Western Australia, and I
believe it is vital to Australia as a whole,
that we should retzin the market for tim-
ber, building and agriculfural products. No
doubt, if the State Shipping Service to
Darwin is discontinued, Darwin people will
still eat. They will get their produce,
but from States other than Western
Australia. 1 do not believe we can afford
that. I would point out that as far as
the market for foodstufls is concerned, al-
ready the Ord dam construction site mark-
et has been lost to Eastern States, sup-
pliers. I understand that foodstuffs from
the Eastern States are now bheing trans-
ported by road and rail through Alice
Springs to Kununurra and Wyndham. I
would state now that if the shipping ser-
vice to Darwin is curtailed it will be only a
matter of time before the Eastern States’
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suppliers start moving down the coast and
taking over the north-west market which
is rightfully ours.

I believe there is no alternative trans-
port system for Western Australian manu-
facturers servicing the Darwin area. 1 am
most appreciative that the subrmission
has been agreed to and that a deputa-
tion will meet the Prime Minister to put
forward the proposal for the subsidisation
and retention of this service. However, I
would add that in the event of the deputa-
tion not being successful I believe the State
must re-examine the situation. When the
alternatives are weighed up, I believe it is
the prerogative of the State to provide this
service,

ME. J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Premier;
(10.03 p.m.]: It goes without saying that
the Government is not opposed to this
motion. In view of the fact that I have
already submiited to the Prime Minister
a request that he receive a deputation
composed of the Leader of the Oppasition,
the Leader of the Country Party, and my-
self, ihere is no necessity Lo speak at great
lengtit o this motion. The reason the
State had to indicate that it could no
ionger carty on the Darwin serviece unless
it received subsiantial financial assistance
from the Commonwealth is that we are
currently losing almost $1,000.000 a year
on the Darwin run.

Mr. Nalder: Is that completely separate
from the other charges?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We cstimate that
the total losses of the State Shipping Ser-
vice approximate $5,000,000 a year, of
which about $1,000,0006 a year can be at-
tributed to the Darwin run. The Com-
monwezalth has argued thai it makes ample
provision for the losses of the State Ship-
ping 8ervice in its financial assistance
grant to the Stale. We calculate that of
the totai grant, which diminishes by
$3.000,000 a year, the maximum amount
which could be attributed to the Darwin
run was $800,000. It is now less than
$400,000 of the total amount involved in
the financial assistance grant, and it will
continue to diminish until in 1973-74 ii
will disappear altogether and we will re-
celve no assistance from the Common-
wealth for the service to Darwin.

In view of this we propose, if we get
the opportunity, to make the strongest
possible additional plea—we have already
stated the case for assistance and been re-
fused—Ifor some Commonwealth assistance.
To continue the Darwin run adequately
would reguire the provision of an addi-
tional vessel and a substantial contribu-
tion to running costs to avoid losses. If
the Prime Minister agrees to receive the
deputation—and 1 have no intimation from
him yet one way or the other—then I
think we would put to him the case which
is very well known to the Opposition par-
ties and to ourselves as to the advisability,
if at all possible, of continuing the service.
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If the service is continued we believe it
can be developed in the years to come. If
it is discontinued the service will go back-
wards and I suppose the area wili be
serviced by the Ausitralian National
Line which is already losing money and
would lgse further if it had to undertake
the service which is now provided by the
State Shipping Service. The position at
present is that we are awaiting the op-
portunity to see whether the Prime Minis-
ter is prepared to receive the deputation
which I have asked him to receive. There-
fore, I repeat there is no need to speak
at length on this question. I think all
political parties agree on the desirability
of presenting the strongest possible case to
the Commonwealth. I support the motion.

SIR DAVID BRAND (Greenough—ILeader
of the Opposition) [10.07 p.m.]: I do not
intend to delay the House; but as one of
those chosen to see the Prime Minister in
the event of his agreeing to meet the de-
putation, I would like to say that I apree
with the peint made by the Premier that
the case for maintaining the shipping ser-
vice to Darwin is well known to my party,
to the Country Party, and certainly to the
Government. The reasons are very plain
and clear.

It is a fact that the State can no longer
afford the luxury of running a service to
Darwin; but on the other hand it can iil-
afford to lose the trade which has been
developed between Fremantle and other
ports, and Darwin. I believe we have done
our hest to cut the costs. We have had
several surveyvs and investigations con-
ducted into the type of ship which should
be used, but it all beils down to having
sufficient money-—particularly loan money
—to buy ships of any type at ail.

I would emphasise that the slow turn-
around of our ships at Darwin has been
responsible for the high costs invelved in
this run., I do nof want to introduce a
controversial nobe; but irrespective of the
side of the House on which we sit I think
it is a hard, cold fact that there has been
a great delay in the turnaround of ships
at Darwin, Therefore. the cost of the ser-
vice to Darwin has been very high.

I think, summed up, we realise that
once the decision is made to terminate the
shipping service to Darwin there will be
very little prospect of its ever being com-
menced again. The Government has made
a decision to support the move for a depu-
tation—and to become part of a deputa-
tion—to the Prime Minister in a last-
minute appeal to him to review the de-
cision he has made. I believe he made
that decision on the advice of the Treasury
that no further financial assistance or
subsidy would be granted to the State
Shipping Service.
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I think any detail in respect of the case
to be presented to the Prime Minister
should be left until we speak to him, be-
cause it Is a clear-cut case. To this State
it is very important:; far more important
than 1s realised when we further consider
the facts before us. I trust the Prime
Minister, purely from a national point of
view, will see fit to subscribe at least suffi-
cient money t0 maintagin the service a little
longer; perhaps long enough to allow irade
to develop further and so justify whatever
expenditure may be made in the interests
ofhtlil.ls State and the Commonwesalth as a
whole.

The service along the coast to Darwin
has many important aspects, but none so
important as that gradual butlding up of
the trade we have developed in Darwin, at
great cost. Because Darwin 1s a growing
port and a growing city there is no doubt
that opportunities exist for further trade
as long as we can continue to develop it.
So I support the motion and I am ex-
tremely glad the matter has been raised,
even at this late hour,

MR. NALDER (Katanning) [10.12 pm.);
My interest in this matter was brought
about by meeting a Darwin personality—
a public-spirited person who informed me
of the interest that exists in this trade
between Western Australia and Darwin,
I took an interest in the matter when it
was announced by the Government that it
was intended to discontinue the service to
Darwin. I decided several weeks ago I
would seek whatever information I could
in respect of the position.

I contacted the Commonwealth Minister
for Air who Informed me of the confer-
ences that have been held in Western Aus-
tralia and that the information obtained
had been presented to the Commonwealth
Government and the Prime Minister. I also
got in touch with the Chamber of Manu-
facturers and from there I went to the
Leader of the Opposition and the Premier.
Sinee that time quite a deal of action has
taken place on behglf of those who are
trading between this part of the State, the
north-west and Darwin. I have also writ-
ten to this public-spirited gentleman from
Darwin whom I met and suggested the
Darwin traders should take active steps to
ensure that their concern over this situa-
tion was conveyed to the Prime Minister.

I believe such action has taken place
to a greater extent during the past few
weeks than it was previously. I have made
these comments in support of the motion
that has been moved by the member for
Vasse, but there Is a point which I believe
the Premier should look at urgently. As
the member for Vasse said, this is an
11th-hour move, but I think the situation
has become much more serious than that
which requires an 1ith-hour move.
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I request the Premier and his Govern-
ment to look immediately at the position
to ascertaln whether or not it is possible
to have the service continue for a short
period of time, because if it cannot do so
the whole contact with Darwin will be lost.
I know of one company already which has
been notified within the last few days that
it has lost a large order. I contacted
another company which advised me that
part of an order it had with Darwin has
gone,

It will not be easy to recapture this
trade once we lose it. We are so close to the
31st December that it does not matfer, and
on that date the service to Darwin will be
discontinued. The Premier should indicate
that he will allow the service to continue
for at least three months—I would suggest
six months—so that everyone concerned
with this exercise could ascertain what can
be done to retaln the service, Mention has
been made about what this service means
to this part of the State. From the discus-
sions I have had with businessmen in
Perth I hazard a guess that the discon-
tinuance of the service will mean loss of
employment to a great number of peoble.
To my knowldege, if this trade with Dar-
win is lost it could easily affect up to 100
peopie.

I think it is regrettzble that, on one
hand, we are encouraging people engaged
in business in this State to venture out
to our near neighbours in the north to
establish trade when already we have a
trade established in our own country, and
in spite of this we are prepared to let it
slip through our fingers. I appeal to the
Fremier and members of his Government
to look at the matter urgently and make
a statement promptly to the effect that the
service will be permitied to continue for
a few months more so that an opportunity
can be taken to discuss the matter with
the Prime Minister, and if all these efforts
fail it will be time then to make s final
decision to discontinue the service. We
are still awaiting & reply from the Prime
Minister to have the case reviewed and
therefore I ask the Premier seriously to
consider continuing the service for at least
three months and so give us further time
to discuss the matter with the Prime Min-
ister. All the action that has been taken
already will have been in vain unless fur-.
ther action is taken immediately along the
lines I have suggested. 1 support the
motion,

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin) [10.18
p.n.)l: It is not of much use passing a
motion like this unless we are prepared
to do something with it, and time is run-
ning cut. I assume the motion will be
passed unanimously without a dissentient
voice. I suggest that the Premier should
send the text of this motion to the Prime
Minister tomorrow morning to let him
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know that we have passed the motion
unanimously—that is, assuming that this
will be so—and also that each party in
this House should contact the Prime Minis-
ter advising him of their feelings on the
matter.

At this stage the position has become
desperate and I suggest that, in addition,
the Premier should take action along the
lines indicated by the Leader of the Coun-
try Party, because if we lose this trade it
will be gone forever, and we will have
ships travelling along our coast with
nothing in them. The matter is so urgent
that I cannot over-emphasise the necessity
for taking drastic action urgently.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned af 10.19 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L, C. Diver)
took the Chair at 11.00 am., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Postponement

THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan—Leader of the House)
[11.04 am.}: Mr. President, I ask that
questions be postponed wuntil such time
as I have the answers to today’s questions
available. At the moment I do not have
any.

The PRESIDENT: Very well,

RIGHTS IN WATER AND IRRIGATION
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 30th November.

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (Lower
West) [11.06 a.m.]: I find this Bill to be
acceptable so far as the Opposition is con-
cerned. Doubtless some people who con-
sider certain aspects of the measure will
find that it will ereate some difficulties and,
indeed, some inconvenience could follow.
There may be argsument that it cuts across
personal rights on one’s own property.

My view is that water is of such para-
mount importance in this country that
these kinds of objections must be gainsaig
for the common good. As a whole, Aus-
tralia is an extremely dry country and
‘Western Australia, which is one-third of
the total area of Australia, is without
doubt the driest section of the continent.
If Western Australia were in the situation
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of Canada which has far and away more
water than any other comparable land
space on earth we could, perhaps, be a
little more wasteful with our water than
we are.

It is a never-ending source of wonder
to me that despite the fact everyone knows
this in modern days I find little evidence
to support the statement that Australians
are conscious of conserving water. It is
surprising how few people put a plug in
a basin when they wish to wash their
hands. They simply turn the tap on and
wash them under a running tap. Of
course this takes much more water than
is needed.

Perhaps the most extravagant use of
water, in comparison with anywhere else
on earth, is in connection with the water-
ing of lawns grown on sandy soil in most
towns. Our sandy soils do not retain
water very well and daily watering of
lawns is virtually a necessity. The hulk
of lawns are at the front of houses and
people rarely sit on them. They seem to
be an exercise only, the abject being to
make one’s lawn better looking than the
lawn belonging to the fellow next door, As
I have said, I find little evidence to indicate
that Western Australians are conscious of
water conservation.

S0 far as payment for water is con-
cerned, some people imagine it ought to
be free. Of course, nothing in this life
is free, Perhaps we should talk about
tax subsidies more often than we do and
stop using terms such as free medicine,
free water, ete.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: We receive
a great deal of free advice at times,

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The only trouble
is you do not always take it.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: We weigh it
up.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It is a pity
the Government does not take advice
which is freely given, because it is well
meant and well thought out. However,
advice falls on deaf ears all too frequently,
but I suppose the same could be said the
other way round.

The measure under discussion will ex-
tend a provision, which originally applied
north of the 26th parallel, to the entire
State whereby it will be obligatory for
people to give advice when they intend to
drill holes, It will alse tighten up the
control of artesian water. This is under-
standable and has beenh desirable for a
long period of time.

The principal amendment to the Act is
contained in proposed new section 19(1),
whieh reads as follows:—

The owner or occupler of land shall,
within one month after completing
the construction of or the deepening



